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| SouPs Mortality againſt all 4 
| Gainfayers, proved. 


TFOU have a ſpiritual Epiſtle full of Di- 
vine Conſolation, and Information of Tudg- 
ment, unto thoſe only, which in any mea- 
|| —=- ſure, are enabled truly to comprehend 
it. In Fohy the 10th, there, ſaith Chriſt, I lay 4 
1 down my Life, that I might take it again; no man taketh 
it from me, I lay it down of myſelf; I have Power io 
lay it down, and Power to take it again. © 


My beloved Brethren, in the latter Words of this 
ext, is comprehended all the Wiſdom, Power and _ 4 
_ {| Glory, of Infiniteneſs it ſelf, Firſt of all, here our #2 
Lord doth as it were preſent unto your ſpirituat _ + 

Vie, a twofold Comprehenſion of his God-head 
Power; Firft, a divine Power to enter into Death. 
| Secondly, being dead, a Power to quicken Life out - 

| of Death, or filent Darkneſs it ſelf. Moreover, 
|} becauſe many of the bleſſed Ones are not fully ſatif- - 4 
fied, concerning Chriſt's Soul dying with his Bed; 


Words, ſpoken upon that Account. Fohn the 12th : A 
it is thus written, Except the wheat- Corn fall into the: © 
Fi 3 grun! 
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d die, it abideth alone; but if it die, it bring - 

much Fruit, Dear Friends, Oh! what a2 
lemblance is there between the ſpiritual | 
de of Glory, and the natural Prince of Grain, 
it be rightly underſtood ?. Furthermore, you 
 40w that except the Wheat Corn wholly dies 
4 the Heart of the Earch, that inſtead of an 
increaſe of thirty, fixty, or an hundred fold, for | 
Want of dying it appears no more in the leaſt; 


ſo likewiſe, had not Chrift's Divine Life been 1 


wholly: dead and. buried in the Heart of the 
Grave, with the Body of his Fleſh, what ſpiritu- 


al advantage of a  gloriops Increaſe to himſelf, | x 


through the Spirits of Ele& Men and Angels, 
could have been attained to in the leaſt? = 


& Gain, you know that the Flower is the | 8 
I Life of the Wheat Corn, and that, yea 

that Life hath its being throughout the whole | tj 
"= Grain, making but only one bodily living and dy- 1 
Ing Life, that it may be capable to produce a 


multitude of living Bodies into its own Likeneſs; 


ſo likewiſe you may alſo know, that the Soul 


was the pure Life of Chriſt's Fleſh 3 and that, ti 
Yea, that Divine Life had its Being throughout 


the whole Man, making but one only living and 
dying Eſſence, that it might be capable to pro - 
duce many Bodies in his own ſpiritual Likeneſs, |: 
out of the ſleep of Death, by the glorious Pow- } 


er of his Word ſpeaking only, when with his T 


Saints and Angels, he hall viſibly appear unt 


= eternal Judgment, Moreover, doth not the Spi- 


rit of the Wheat Corn naturally die, and in the le 
| fame body it died in, even through Death it 
elf, quicken: into variety of Life again, by Ver- 
due of a Creative Ward only, without any 4d- 
PP EP 
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The Soul's Mortality proved, 3 
| ditional Power from the Creator in the leaft, ſo -7 
2 that it enjoy its appointed Refreſhings in the 
il | Seaſon thereof? It is written, The laſt Adam was- 
1, made 4 quickving Spirit, (the ſecond Man is the Lori 
u | from Heaven:) Why then ſhould it ſeem hard, or 
s | ftrange unto a ipiritual Chriſtian, that the Soul 
of Chriſt ſhonld naturally die within his Body, 
Ir | and though D-ath it (elf produce all variety of 
Divine Life again, without any additional Power 
n | in the leaſt (ſecing he alone became that All- 
Ie | quickning ſpiritual God-man ) from whence , as 
u- from an everlaſting Fountain, floweth all ſpiri- 
If, | ritual and natural Light (even through Heavens, 
S, Earth, Waters, Men, Angels, and all Crea- 
| tures poſſeſſing Vertue in them. Furthermore, 
though all the Life of the Wheat Corn by de- 
he grees wholly dieth from its preſent Life, yet no 
ea mortal Man can poſſibly know, in how ſhort a 
fe \ time it is quickned into Life again; fo likewiſe 
ly- it was with the Life of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; 
2 for although his divine Soul wholly died with his #4 
S 3 natural Body, yet becauſe its divine Nature was if 
ul of an All-gaickning infinite Vertue, and of Mo- 
at, tion ſwitcer than Thought: Therefore there ca! 
but be no Expreſſion of Time between dying an& - Þ 
nd Yliving again. Obſerving of Time belongs onlx 
ro- unto that Life which is ſenſible of its own dying, 
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eſs, but as for that Eternal Life which was in Chriſt 
1 Jeſus, which paſſed through Death ſwifter thaw 
his Thought; and thoſe Souls that are ſenſeleſs of 
ntq all Motion, Light, or Life, in the Duft of the 
pi: Earth; What Time is there ta them in the 
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1 6 The Soul's Mortality proved. 
A Gain, In the next place, for a further inſight 6 


% into this ſupernatural Myſtery of Chrift's 
Go(-h-ad paſſing through Death, into a new and 


glorious Life, cven naturally, as the moſt pureſt | 
Grain. I ſhall write ſomething concerning Laz«* |: 
rus, and ſom=thing in relatioa to David. In the 
Iith Chapter of Saint John, it is thus written; 


Then (aid ꝓeſus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead; 


then when Feſus came, be found that be bad lain in 
the Grave Four days already. Nou, if it ſhould be 
Mill imagined by (ome that are of a weak Faith, 


that the Soul of Lazarus died not at all, but was 


living in a Paradiſaical Eftate elſewhere, whilſt 
his Body remained in the Grave; then I would 
_ gladly know, if known, where that Paradiſe was, 
or is? Morcover, if for want of the Knowledge 
of any ſuch place, thou reply and ſay, his Soul 
for that r-afon was aſcended into the higheſt | 
Heavens, then I would alſo know, whether it be 
not contrary to all jober Senſc or Reaſon in Man, 
that a Soul once immortalized, ſhould deſcend in- 
to a Condition of Mortality again? Furthermore, 
ſee ing according to Truth, and ſobristy of Spi- 
rit, there was no Paradiſe, no Heaven to be 
found for the Soul of Lazarus, whilſt his Body 
remained in the Grave, where then ſhould his 
Soul enter, but with his Body only ? Chriſt ſaid. | 
that his Words were Spirit and Lite, and that he | 
was the Reſurrettion and the Life; fince the | 
Soul of Man was therefore polluted, through car- 
nal Generation, thou mayeſt know, that Man's 


Spirit and Body is but only one undivided living 


and dying Eſſence, and the infinite Vertue of 
Chriſt's Word only, was that God which revived 
he Soul and Body of Lazarus out of the Grave 


of 
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ö of Death, into this natural Life again, for the 
manifeſtation of the glory of his God-head Pow- 


er, in the Spirits of his redeemed ones; that 
they, in ſome Meaſure, may know, to the Praiſe 


of his unſearchable Wiſdom and Power, who it 


| 


Day. 


1 may boldly ſpeał unto you of the Patriarch Da- 
vid, that he is both dead and buried, and bis Se- 


pule bre remaineth with us unto this day, for David 
1 7s not aſcended into Heaven: What thinkeſt thou, 


is not the Soul of Man che aſcending Part, 


g his ſoul had been capable of a ſenſible Heaven J 
or Paradiſe, untill the end of the World, with= I 


out his Body, would not the Prophets, or the 

Apoſtles, have declared it one time or other, 
it being a thing of ſo great Concernment? Is I 
there any more than one true Peace, or Soul- 
Paradiſe. to be enjoyed in this Life? And canſt 


* . 


diſtinct 


is that quickneth Souls out of the Death of Sin, 
into the Life of grace; and out of the grave of i 
| Death, into the Life of glory at the Laſt 


Ain, in the 2d Chapter of the Acts of the 
41 Apoſtles, it is written, Men and Brethren, I 


Light, or Life of the Body? What then was 

that which died, and was buried, and aſcended 
| not into Heaven? Was it not David's whole 
Man both Soul and Body that ſaw Corruption? 
If as yet thou art not clearly convinced of the 

Soul's Mortality, when the Body of David had 
1 neither Motion, Life, Light, nor Breath in it. 
| I would fain know where his Soul was, ſeeing 

the Apofile ſaid, For David is not aſcended imo 
Heaven: Moreover, when David's not aſcending _ 
into Heaven was mentioned by the Apoſtle, if 
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thou imagine, or think, that there ſhould be tuo 


nt are ſent of God by an immediate Calh-or 
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diſtinct Heavens, or Paradiſical Conditions, to * 
| | be enjoyed in that Life to come? Furthermore, ; 1 
'| I the Body of Man capable of any good or e- 4 
{| - vil in the leaſt, unleſs it be moved thereunto j. 
|| by its Soul? And is it not the Spirit or Soul | 
only which comprehends all ſpiritual or natural ft 
{| things whatſoever ? What then was that which | L 
1 inſtead of aſcending into Life, Heaven, or Glo- - 
y, deſcended into Death or Duſt, but the very |} + 
q Soul of David, as well his Body? Thus you | + 
Et; Which are of a fpiritual Comprehenſion may | 
| clearly fee, that whereſoever the Scriptures | 1 
if make mention of aſcending, deſcending, living, a 
{1 | Or dying of Man, it always points at the Soul | FE 
i; of the Man, though the Body ſometimes be firſt 
1 à ʃ]n-.;“;!“ 8 
1 * „ it is written, And fear ye not them | 
* which kill the Body, but are not able to kill the 
Fil Sou; but rather fear bim which is able to de | 
©! Sroy both Body and Soul in Hell, Almoſt all Men 
þ are at a great Loſs, through the variety, and bt 
Ei feeming contrariety of Scripture-ſayings: Now | = 
Jou know that the Scriptures bears but a two- | v 
doll ſenſe in them, and no more, that is to | 
Ei fay, Hiftory and Myſtery, natural or ſpiritual; \ %, 
10 80 Man therefore is capable truly to compre- h 
bend Scripture Myſteries or Secrets, unleſs he 8 
poſſeſſeth the inviſible Life or Power of them * 
Fi in his own ſoul. Moreover, unleſs a Man be T 
Wi Induced with a divine Gift in ſome ſpiritual 1 
1 ths above all other Men. Did the Lord of - 
Qloty, think you, commiſſionate that Man to ig- 
terpret heavenly Myſteries to his Brethreg? 1 
| trow not: For I certainly know, thay thoſe 


| ; Veice 


Voice from on High , 
| lible Knowledge of Go? s Secret Counſels above 
all other Men in this World. You that are ſwift 
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are indued with an infal- 


in ſpiritual Comprehentions, confider what I ſhall 
here write, and the Lord give you Under 
ftanding of "he Truth of it. There is a two-fold 
Life and Death in all Mankind , either a Natu- 

ral, or a Spiritual; a Man may be in perfect 
Health upon a natural account; and tick uato | 
Death upon a ſpiricual account, "ar one and the 
ſame time; lo likewife of the contrary, a Man 
may be mortally wounded upon a natural account, 

and ſpiritually healed upon an immortal account 
at one and the ſame time alſo. When all che 
ſpiritual Light or Life in the Elcct, enters into 


ſilent Death with the mortal” Soul, in the twink- 43 
ling of an Eye it quickens again into everlalting JF 


Glory; lo likewiſe of the contrary; when all that 


| ſpiritual. Darkneſs that dwells in the Reprobats, 
{ ſhall enter into a natural Death with their mor- 
tal Souls, it ſhall quicken again in a moment in- 
| to an eternal ſpiricual Death, or Shame, Hence 
! you may know, that the Mind of Chriſt in thoſe -  'Þ 
Words, wasthis, Fear ye not them which by 

divine Sufferance may kill both Soul and Body : 
by a. natural Death, but rather fear him that 
'# hath an abſolute Power in himſelf , 


to flay both 
Soul and Body with an Eternal Death, 


Men's Souls and Bodies again out of the 


Duſt of the Earth, into an undying glorious 


Life, or ſhameful ever living Death. In the Name 4 | 


A the Lord, LON fear him. 


4 


by rais- 
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/ Gain, if the ſou} of Man be not capable of 
LN of a temporal Death, as moſt Men vainly 


che leſſer, it cannot poſſibly be made capable of 
the greater. I ſay therefore, that thoſe Men 
which know not the T emporal and Eternal dy- 
ing of the Souls of Reprobate Men, cannot un- 
.. derftand the ſpiritual and eternal\ living of the 
Souls of juſt Men made perfett. Moreover, is 
not Sin or Evil a defect or weakneſs of Nature? 
And is the Effect of this Defett, any thing elſe 
but Death it ſelf? Yea, all kind of b 
moment, even to all Mankind. Lis confeſt, that 
jf the Spirit or Soul of the firſt Man, Adam, had 
been fo powerfully pure in its Creation, that it 
could not have been defiled by Sin or Evil, no 


kind of Death then could have had any Power 


over him in the leaft ; but when once Sin en- 


bst all kind of Death unavoidably entred alſo. 
It is not written, that the Body, but the Soul 


from the Land of the. Living; wherefore, if | 
any Man's ſoul be ſo perfect, that it cannot be 
Ft touch't with the leaſt motion of fin or evil againſt |} 


God and Man, it is impoſſible then of any Ca- 


1 toe eſcape all kind of dylng in the leaſt, as afore- 
. laid. Furthermore, is there any more than one 


al men that are ſober, confeſs a Change of this 
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| imagine, how then can it be made capable of an 
\ eternal Death ? Surely, if it be not capable of | 


8 2 s - . 
J ˙ͤ „ Ä AZ ION TIO IIS ̃ ͤ Ä. —œ—XP f %⅛ð | & © 


eath for a 


tred into his undefiled ſoul, with it nothing elſe 
pacity of dying in the leaſt; ſo likewiſe, if there | 


be no ſuch man living, as I am very certain 
there is not, it is as impoſſible alſo, for any foul } 


ſpirit or: ſoul in a man? And doth not all ration- 


b& . preſenit-Life ? And is not that Life to come, on 


28 0 — — 
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the other fide of Death? How then can any liv- - 4 
ing ſoul enter into that Lite to come, or be 
changed from what it is already in the leaſt, 
but by paſſing through the black Jaws of Death's 
Kingdom? Not that I look upon Death to be 
' dreadful alike nnto' all Men, for I am confident, 3 
that a full Aſſurance of an Enjoyment of the 
; Glory to come, dcftroys the Sting of Sin which 
| occaſioneth the fear of eternal Death where. it 
 Prevaileth , by making the natural dying of the 
Soul, as falling into a ſweet fleep, unto that ſpi- 
rit poſſeſſed with ſuch an Enjoyment. _ | 


Fr 


| A Gain, there is a Saying of Solomon, that is ta- 
ken for as pure a Truth , as any in Holy 
Vrit, that is a meer Stumbling- block to moſt 
Men, through which their Underſtandings are ſo 
blinded, that they have no Patience to hear any 
thing that is contradictory to the antient Opi- 
nion of Learned Men, in thoſe Words, which is 
this, Then ſhall the Duſt return to the Earth as is | 
was, and the ſpirit to God that gave it. Though Þ® 
Solomon was indued with natural Wiſdom, from 
1- whence he uttered many divine Sentenccs, to 
the excelling of all worldly Princes. that ever # 
ſhould come after him; yet I dare holly. affirm 4 
againſt all Men in this World, That thole Words 
of his proceeded not from the ſpiritual Know- 
4 ledge of God in him, but from his own carnal} 
{ Reaſon: Why ? Becauſe that in another Chapter 
ja ſame Book 1 ſaith go For 77 which 1777 = 
£th ahe Song of Men, befalleth Beaſts, even one thing 
be falleib eu as the 2 dieth, fo Lieth the hoſt F 
they have all one Breath; ſo that 4 Man bath no Pre- 
beminence above 4 Begſt. Now if a Man at his 
Death bath no Preheminence above a Beaſt, 
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12 The Soul's Mortality proved. 
why ſhould not the Spirit of the Beaſt return to 


God that gave it, as well as the Spirit of the 


Man? But if Man's Spirit dieth not with its | 


Body, but aſcendeth into Heaven, and the Spirit 


of the Beaſt, with its Body, deſcendeth into the 


Earth, and periſheth ; then as aforeſaid, ſurely a 
man at his Death,hath a Preheminence far above a 


Beaſt, Moreover, concerning the Spirit of Man 
and Beaſt, being alike in Death upon a natural 


account, is unto my Underftanding, as pure a 
Truth as can be uttered, yet I know, that many 
times, worldly Solomons underſtand not the true 
ſenſe of their own Sayings : Many Men there are 


Which are mighty in natural Wiſdom of Words, but 
Concerning a real Comprehenſion of ſpiritual things, 
rthey are even as Weakneſs it ſelf; ſo likewiſe of 


the contrary,manymen there arewhich appear weak 


In natural Expreſſions, but are very powerful in 
Wi ſpiritual Comprehenſions; for the Wiſdom which 
1s from on high, conſiſts not in glittering Words, 
but in a right Underftanding of glorious things on- 
Jy. Furthermore, ſince Man's Nature was pollu- 
red with Sin or Evil; there is no diſtinction or pre- 
. Heminence in Death between the Man and the 
Beaſt; for man is become natural as the Beaſt, and 
wanting natural Food, continueth no more than the 

Beaſt 3 and ſo being ſubject to natural Infirmities | 
or Wants as the Beaſt is, he entreth beth ſpirit and 
body into the Duſt of the Earth with the Beaſt, un- 
til the Lord of all Life and Glory, according to 
man's Faith in his infinite Power, doth grant thoſe 
men a Preheminence above the Beaſt, by quick- 
ning their ſpirits and bodies again, out of the Grave 
of Death, into Everlaſting Life, when the Beaſt 
remains in the Duſt for ever, for want of the 


7 * 
—— | WR 


„ Knowledge of ſpiritual things. This Preheminence 
087504. BS TOES SO STING a 0 han lh Gao 


AA ue HD OO NAMRNA 6 ,\ 


The Soul's Mortality proved. 12 | 
o of man's natural dying, and ſpiritual living agaim | 
above the Beaſt, which the ever. living God hath re- 
ts vealed in me, I do not remember is mentioned in 
it any of the Writings of Solomon, True Wiſdom is | 
ie holy, or pure innocency; this is the Light or Life 
of heavenly Glory in man. Now for this, Solomon 
a } himlelf wanted true Wiſdom, even in his old Age, 
n_} according to that in the firſt of Kings; For it came 
al ! topaſs, when Solomon was old, that his IFives turned 
a | away his Heart after other Gods, and his Heart was not 
y |} perfe# with the Lord his God, as was the Heart of Da- 
vid his Father. 5 e 


A Gain, in the ſecond Epiſtle of St. Peter, it is 
1 thus written, WMowing this firs, that no Propheſy 

of the Scripture is of any private Interpretation: 
For the Propheſy came not in old times by the ill Man, 
| but boly men of God ſpake as they were moved by the | 
| Þoly Spirit. And in the laſt Chapter of St. Luke, 
Chriſt ſpake thus; © And he ſaid unto them, theſe 
3 © are the Words which I fpake unto you, while 1 
was yet with you, that all things muſt be fulfil- 
© led which were written in the Law or Mſes, and 
in the Prophets, and in the Plaiins concerning 
me. You hnow the glory of the Sun, diſcover- 
eth the ſmalleſt Mote ; ſo likewiſe, when Truth 
appears in its ſpiritual Brightneſs, it diſcovers every | 
Motion of carnal Darknels in man. Solomon in- 
deed was a very wiſe man, but I never read, that 
he was a holy, or prophetical Man; therefore, it 
doth not appear to me, that he was a Pen- man of 
Js Holy-Writ, Moreover, when Chriſt the only Gd 
repeated the foreſaid Scriptures unto his Apoſtles, | 
; | which he came in Fleſh to fulfil, he waveth the 
> | Writings of Solomon: When Chrift alſo ſaid, 4 
greater than Solomon is here; he ſpake it in reference 
VVV 
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f Solomon's Wiſdom, ſo adored by vain-glorieus world- 
ly men. Tis as if Chrift ſhould have ſaid, A 
Wiſdom of a more eminent and glorions Concern- 
ment, preſents ic ſelf to your View; but becauſe it 
appears not deck't with Solomon's natural Jewels, | 


"Wiſdom of Solomon, and the Wiſdom of Chrift, had 


or prophetical, in relation to his God, becoming a 1 
Body of Fleih, I verily believe, that boch Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, would have alluded to his Writings 
above all other Men. Furthermore, why did Chriſt ! 
ſay, that the Queen of Sheba ſhould riſe up in Judg- | 
ment againfr that Generation, and condemn it? Be- 7 
cauſe ſhe went from the utmoſt parts of the Earth, 


— ( ——— —œ — — == * — 
—— > Y 5 
— 2 2 * ” * 
- — 5 af rs — 3 


of Solomon, 
| - Solomon was Indued with ſuch a large Meaſure of | 


therefore rejected by you. Furthermore, if the 


been of one nature, would the Kings of the Earth, | 
think you, have imbrac'd the one, and deſpiſed the 
other? Alſo if Solomon's Wiſdom had been ſpiritual, - 


we 
che 


Be- 


to hear the Wiſdom of Solomon, which was but na- 


tural, and behold they deſpiſed to go over the Door- 
#.' threſhold to hear the Wiſdom of God in him, which | 


Wiſdom, do embrace the Wiſdom 
en as eternal Life it ſelf; for altho' 


and his heaven 


a 


Wiſdom, as to find out any difficult Cauſe, and to 


on | give Righteous Judgment concerning it, and to 


eak a Language above all other Princes, and to 


lind out the Secrets of Nature above all other. Men, 


yet you may know his Wiſdom was but earthly 


5 . 1 hy f Becauſe his Spirit was overcome by heathen- 
ih Women, to forget the living God, and to 
W | Fotthip the dead Idols of Men's Imagination, who 


ele 


{uf 


clic 


XA Gain, you may know that the Wiſdom of So- . 
"ZN 1omon wag-but natural; Why? Becauſe the 
greateſt Deſpifers in this World of the Lord Jeſus, F 


1d- 
A 
rn 


e it 


. Solomon had been ſpiritual, he might alſo have 


his Body, yet whilft his natural Senſe or Reaſon. 


according to that in the laſt of Malachi, where it is 


ſincerityaf Soul towards the Creator, as his Father 


were made to own the Wiſdom of Solomon far above 
Jcheir own, until he was deceived by the carnal 


: 
Beauties of his natural Wives. Morcover, you |} 


may know, that heavenly Wiſdom ſhews a Man the 
Vanity of all things, though he be always tempo» 
rate in all things; wherefore, if the Wiſdom of 


| 
known the Vanity ofall things, without an exceſs, ?} 
! Union, or Communion with them; for though a 
Man (through old Age) become never ſo weak in 


temaineth, if his Wiſdom be ſpirituat, it will appear 
more ſtronger in him to withſtand all caraal Lemps 
tations, than in his Youth ; Not only becauſe You 
Aufteth after carnal Pleaſures, but allo becauſe. 
divine Wiſdom is of an eternal growing Nature, 


thus written, But unto you that fear my Name, 
hall the Son of Righteouſneſs ariſe with Heahng: IF 

in his Wings, and ye ſhall go forth, and ie vp. Þþ 
as Calves of the Stall, Wherefore, if the Wiſdom 
of Solomon had been of that ſpiritual Perfetiion, or-. Þ 


LDzvid's was, then he would have been more ſpirituar 
and obedient to the God of all ſpiritual and tempo 
ral Gifts, than ever David was 5 Why? Becauſe. J 
che Lord bid Solomon ask, what he ſhould give him, 
and granted him his Deſire, and more than he de- 
red ; the which thing was never offered unto De- 
vid, but the contrary altugerher, as in that by 
hoſing which Puniſhment the Lord ſhould lay upon 
im in His eternal Eftate in the leaſt; but I only RK 
diſtinguiſn between the Creator's natural gifts, and I} 
his ſpiritual gifts, to ſhew the tranſcendent Excel 
lency of the one above the other, and to diſcover F# 
the Vanity and Atheiſtical Madness of Men's Spirits. 
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glorious God, or Chriſt, from nce alone all 


| good and perſect Glfts proceed. 


| \ Gain, in the next place, I ſhall return to the 


- Point in hand. When the Body of Man 


Tow dieth, and returns to its Duſt, moſt Men 
do vainly imagine, that the Cauſe of it, is by the 


departing of the breathing Soul out ef the Body; 
Now there is as great a Miſtake among wiſe Men, 
about the ſoul's ſeparating it ſelf, or being ſeparated | 
from its Body in Death , as in any one thing in 
this World y wherefore if thoſe that ſhall view this ' 
Writing, are preſerved from deſpiſing the Wiſdom | 
of Godin a Veſſel of no account among the Sons | 
of Solomon, they may come to underſtand ſuch 
Secrets as are utterly hid from them: give me leave 
to write ſomewhat of the natural living of the ſoul | 
in the body of Man, for our better underftanding, ! 
of its natural dying in, or with the body. So long as | 
_ Man's mortal Spirit hath egreſs and regreſs, freely 
to motion, and breath through its body, it liveth; but 
i when the Soul comes to die, it is ſhut cloſe Priſoner 
jn its body from all kind of mot ion 6r breathing to and 
fro, as formerly. Moreover, tho' the motional part 
of the ſoul ſwittly ſends forth its thoughts, to wander 
into the heights and depths ofall things, that it might 
comprehend all that may be known, yet I would have 
you know, that the ſeniible Life of it centers only in 


its own body: So that tho? the nature of the ſoul be all 


kind of living motion, yet it is ſo eſſentially one with 
with its body, being both produced together by natu- 
Wn ralgeneration, that it is utterly uncapable of any kind 

WW; oflife without it. Thus the ſoul is fixed to the body, 
Wh as the Sun is fixed to the firmament; and as the Sun 


| 


* . 


in all Ages, in exalting the natural Wiſdom of | 
ſinful Solomon , above the piciual wiſdom of a 


„ 


„ 22 „ ne mal 


n * 


VVT Ne Sioe ao 
_ TB 'SouP's Morality proved. 19 


i | is ſwiſt of courſe, and naturally motioneth through 


, 
| there is no kind of viſible Light or Sight 
but the Original of it is always 1avifible 3. Furthes- Þ} 
more, There are many thouſands. of People do 
vainly imagine, that there is ſuch an eſfential One- 
| neſs between the ſpirit of God, and. their own ſpirit, 
that inftcad of eder tobe hut mortal 
©, they grofly fl ter them- 
cit, that they are in an 
immortal State already, and cannot ſee Deaths 
Hence it is, that many of theſe: Man, een — 
— 


the whole Heavens and the Earth, yet continueth 
in its firmamental Body; ſo likewiſe, the ſoul alſo 


being ſwift in its Courſe, and in Peace, naturally 
motioneth into the Heavens above, or inte the 


Earth beneath, ſolacing it ſelf with ſeveral Contem- 
plations, yet it continueth in its own elementary 
Body. only, ſo long as it hath any living Being: 
Some Men. being, more nice than wiſe, would fain 
have a Man preſent a ſoul into their hand, like unto 
2 Bird, that. they may comprehend. it, by viſible 
' ſight ;, but Men. indued with true Wiſdom, make no 
! ſuch fooliſh Queries: VVby ? Becauſe they know |} 
it is contrary to the very Natnre of a Spirit or Soul 
to be viſible, but invifible only; 8 8 
know y Hay the outward. Eye ſeeth no more, than 
e 


they allo 


5 


Eye. Thus, you that are ſpiritual, may ſee, that 


Creatures, and. muft, | 
ſelves. with. a. fooliſh Conceit, t 


given up to live beneath the very Brute Beaſts, of- 
tentimes deſtroying their own Bodies by unnatural 


Aﬀtioys 3.aud. ao only do, but from bence allo, they 


aft all manner of Cruelty one towarus another z 
for y hat do theſe Men,commonly ſay ef che Body 
of Man? Obi fay_they, it is hut 4 natural Form, 
ox Caſe of Clay, that 1 to its carthly Center 


Life or Soul that looketh through the Bale of the 


inthe aß, 


„ 
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18 The SouPs Mortality proved. | 
for ever, from whence it came; but ſay they, there 
Is a pure Spirit in it, which is the Life of God, that na 
cannot die, but returns into the ſpiritual Center of ve 
Eternity from whence it came. W 85 
r 301 0 
A Gain, though the princely part of the ſon] re- Se 
| main in the Head and Heart of the Man, yet in 
you know, if the Body be perfect, it hath Life fo 
in every part of it. Now, it the Body be under in 
ſome extream Pain, is not all the Light or Life in w. 
Man ſenfible of it? yea, doth it not participate of C. 
that very Miſery, by being reftleſs throughout, un- ſe] 
til the extremity of its Pains be over? If it be ſo, H 
as Jam certain it is, what then is there in Man that ta 
can poſſibly eſcape Death, when the Body returns W. 
to its Duſt? For if Men were rightly informed, bi 
or were made willing to underſtand the Truth when be 
they hear jt, they would know then, that there is in 
no ſpiritual Light, Life, or divine Nature abiding P. 


| in them, that is capable of eternal Life or Glory in ſe 
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the leaſt, but by an entring firſt into a natural it 
Death: Why ? Becauſe as heforeſaid, there is no ſe 
kind of Light or Life within, that is, or can beſen- U 

fible of the Knowledge of God, Men, Angels, C 
themſelves, or any elſe, but within their own Bo- YC 
dies only. Moreover, though the Creator influen - M 
tially liveth in all the ſpirits of his redeemed Ones, ti! 
yet you may know, that neither Men nor Angels th 
are capable of retaining his Godhead Spirit; but ve 
that eyer-blefſed Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 $0 


and becauſe it is infinite, therefore you ſhall find it u 


written in the Philippians thus, For in bim dwellerþ all er 


tile Fullneſs of the Godhead bodily ; Wherefore, ſeeing n! 
the Creator's Fullneſs, or divine Infiniteneſs, cen- 
ters it ſelf only in the Man Chriſt J*ſus gfotified, 


hy ſhould finful Souls dream of enjoying an eter- 
ee * 4. | 73-4 -W40 76 40 5 s K ww”. * mal 


* 
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bat nal Immortality with the Lord of Glory in his hea- 
r of | venly Kingdom, before they have tafted of mortal 
Death, as he did? Oh! how fain would helpleſs. 

ſouls enter into the Creator's Throne before the 
re- Seaſon thereof, or in a new-found way of their own 
yet imagining, which the divine Majeſty knew not of; 
Life for had he known any other way to glorify. himſelf 
der in the Salvation of his Ele&, but by dying, he 
e in would gladly have embraced the Apoſtle Peter's 
e of Counſel, when he ſaid unto him, Maſter ,: ſpare thy. 
un- ſelf. Furthermore, though it be ſaid, that the 
> ſo, Heavens, nor the Heaven of Heavens, cannot con- 
that tain the Lord, yet you may know, that thoſe, words. 
1rns were not ſpoken in relation. to his divine Quantity, 
ned, but in reference to his glorious Quality only.; for it. 
hen being the nature of his ſpirit eternally, to increaſe 
re is ig all manner of ſpiritual.Excellencies, the Vertue, 
ting Power, er Glory of them, naturally ſpreadeth it 
y in ſelf through all the Heavens, Angels and Men, as 
ural it pleaſcth him. Here, you that have Eyes, may 


_- r . 


s no ſee, that there is a vaſt difference between. Men's | 


ſen- Underſtandings, concerning the ever-living Infinite 
rels, Creator, and ever-dying finite Creatures: Hence 
Bo- You may know alſo, that, as the ſoul and body of 


ven- Man is but one diſtin living, or rather dying form, 


nes, till the All-quickning Power of Life raiſes him from 
gels the Grave of dead Duff, into a perſqnal Life of e: 
but verlaſting Glory again; ſo likewiſe the . ſpiritual _ 


id it upon the Throne of his Glory, is that one diſtin 
þ ap Ever: living God-man, even bleſſed unto all Eter- 


dy of the Man Chrift Jeſus, now fitting 


20. The Soul's Mortality proved. 
Gain, Though many Men imagine they have lea 
4 a tits in em Aictinct from 68 Aber, 0 

becaniſe of a twofold Contradiftion in Man, W. 

yet you may know, they are ſo united in Man's Bo- C 

dy, that they make but one abſolute ſpirit, ſoul or ſp 

life, and no more. What are theſe two diftin& as 

Spirits in the þody of Man ſo much ſpoken of? are th 

they any thing elſe, but as it were two Sparks of ſa 

Fire, talking unto each other in a ſtill or tow Voice, le 

ſo that no Creature can truly know, what they talk w 

of in the leaſt, but the Creator only? Now, when ol 

theſe fiery Sparks are moved, to declare themſelves n. 
by Voice ef Words, to the heating of others, are 01 

they not compelled to do it, through one fleſhly tt 

Lie et Moreover, though theſe fiery Sparks it 
are of 'twoUiſtin&t Natures, che one rational, and in 


| the other ſpiritual, yet you ſee dere, that without F 


| body, it enters into Death, and quickens again into 


2 Tongue of Fleſh, neither of them can vocally ut- 
| ter Words, no more than the Stones in the Street. 
| Moreover, ſeeing that divine Spark in Man, which 4 
Is of an aſcending, glorious Property, hath no ether 
way to utter Words, but through a Tongue of Fleſh, I 
no more than the natural Spark, and is alſo glad | 
when it can receive more heavenly Light into its r 
natural body, to ſolace it ſelf withal: What ſober n 
Man living therefore, can imagine, or think, where a 
this divine Spark can be capable to enjoy any Light 
or Life, ſenfible Voice, or Speech, but in its own. 
body it only then poſſeſſeth, until with its natural 


2 ſpirityat Body of everlaſting Life and Glary, like 
' unto God himfelf, ſeated on a Throne of eternal 
Infiniteneſs. Furthermore, is this divine Light in 
Man's mortal ſoul, any thing elſe but a meer wit-| 
neſs of Things, to be enjoyed in another Life, that 
2 Man is uncapable of, to enjoy in this Body 1 1 


e e eee tf? 
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I)e SouPs Mortality proved. 21 
ave leaft ? Now, when thou enjoyeſt this Witneſs of 
ner, God within thee, is there not an eternal infinite 
lan, Witneſs at the ſame time, living in its own glorious 
Bo- Center without thee ? Now, it chere bean eternal 
lor ſpiritual Witneſs living without thee that is infinite, 
n& as without all Controverſy there is; then, though 
are that Witneſs which is within thee, be of the very _ 
s of ſame Nature, it muſt needs enter into Death, un- 
ice, leſs thou canſt prove, that that Witneſs which is 
talk within thee, to be as infinite, as that which is with- 
hen out thee; the which I am very certain thou canſt 
Ives not: Why ? Becauſe in the midſt of thy natural, 
are or ſpiritual Life, ſuddain Death may ſeize upon 
ſhly thee throughout, and thou not knuw from whence 
arks it came, what thou waft, nor where thou art, even | 
and in a Moment, no more than the Duſt under. thy 


* 


ect. i An If thou didſt foreknow, that thy Spirit ar - 
hich 44 


A. Soul is uncapable of dying, why then wilt thou 
ther ſuffer thy ſelf to be overtaken with ſuddain 
eſh, Death? Or, why art thou ſo fooliſh, to ſuffer thy 
glad | ſelf to be overtopt by Death, or any kind of Miſe» 
) its ry in the leaſt? Nay, how is it poſſible , for an infi= | 
der nite Majeſty it ſelf to compel a Creature to ſuffer 
here | any kind of Death at all, if that Perſon is poffetled 
ight with an ever-living Spirit? Moreover, ſeeing it is 
own | as clear as the pureſt Light, that no Man living 
ural | would ſuffer any kind of Pain in the leaſt, if he 


into 
like 


rnal 
tt ia 
wit- | 
that 
the 
aft ? 


ſouls do exceedingly ſuffer, both upon a natural and 
ſpiritual account alſo: Why then ſhould Men that 


are zealous for a God, exalt themſelves into his & |} 


ternai Thrane, knowing themſelves at beſt, to be 


but periſhing Vanities, whilſt they remain in theſe 


Bodies of Clay? Furthermore, if Men were truly 


* acquainted | 


Beginning? For if Men knew their ſinful ſouſs and 
bodies had their beginning together from Man's 
Nature, which is but Duſt; then would they alſo | 
know, they muſt wholly return into their Duſt a- 
gain, and ſo have an end until the laft Day. More. 
over, you know, that before a Creature appears in- 
2 bodily Form, it is uncapable of any ſenſible | 

Eight or Life in the le -aft, either to it ſelf, or to a- bl 
ny other Man; fo likewiſe you may know, it is as tt 
7 im poſſible, that that Creature ſhould be ſenſible of | (tt 
any Light or Life, when its Body returns to its . 
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the beginning, out of an eternal Chaos of confuſed 
Matter, God created all things that were made in- N 


only; yet you may know, that ſince the Nature or L 
ly Beaſts, Fowls, Fiſhes, and all created Things, 
natural Generation; but the ſinful ſouls and bodies 


. _ of Mankind are 416 generated one from another; 
_ "Hence you may water thus 5 much, that i is to ſay, 
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acquainted with the ſpirit of the Scriptures, the; No 


would know then, that it is contrary to ail ſober ſen 


or reaſon whatſoever „that the [pirit, foul , or life 


of Mankind, ſhould be capable to enter into a living 1. 
Paradiſe, Heaven, or Glory, without its body : 


Why? Becauſe, according to the Truth of holy lin 


Writ, neither the Prophet Elijah, no, nor the Lord bp 
of Glory himſelf, aſcended into the Kingdom of jg 
| ITE IG ay without their Bodies, | _ ' 


Gain, What is the Ground of Men's Ignorance pA 
of the Mortality of their ſouls ? Is it not for; 
wantof a Knowledge of their Non- being, or 


"a * 
— . 


Earth,any more than it was before it beeame a liv- jy 
ing Form, as beforeſaid. Furthermore, though in 0 


to life and form by Vertue of his Word-ſpeaking 
Soul of Man was polluted with Sin or Evil, not on- 


produce one another into a formable Life only by 


That 
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not by infuſion from the Spirit of God, no more 


he ears the foul of Man in its Conception, proceeds 


Ui vainly have imagined to the. Contrary, In the 


ing Law of Moſes, you may find it thus written, 41}. 


IV.: the ſouls that game with Jacob into Egypt, which 
10 pl came out of s Loins, were threeſcore and fix, ac- 

rd cording to the Truth of holy Writ. Whence is 

wo it then, that natural wiſe, Men, contrary to all 
ſober Senſe or Reaſon, ſhouid imagine, or think, 
that mortal Bodies ſhould be poſſeſſed with im- 
mortal Spirits or Souls, which cannot die; nay, 
is it not for want of a real Unde erſtanding of the 


ince 
for; 


> 9} Immortal Creator, that Men are ſo Tgnorant of | 
arid Their oun Mortality? 5 5 
an's 

allo | "Gain, © If the Spirit of the Creator, 404 the 

it a. WA Spirit of the -C reature, ſhould be ſo eſſenti- 
oe. ally united, that they are become but one 
able ever-living Life, as many Atheiſtical Men in this 


tO A- 


is as the vaniſhing Creatures? Nay, what Effects hath 


£ of this curſed Opinion brought forth among thou- 
nad it 


| live v 
b in 
uſed |; 


than the Spirit of the Beaſt, whatever Men 


Age do vainly. imagine, what difference would 
there be then, between the glorious Creator, and 


ands of Men and Women within theſe twenty 
ears, but a glorying in carnal Community, or 
nnacural Filthineſs one towards another, in an 
fatter Defiance of any other God, but periſhing 5 
795 ; Jature only? Hence allo it is, that theſe Men 
kin and Women, or rather Devils incarnate, ſay un- 
to one another, that there is no other God, but 
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Pie Their own invitblc Spirits which never dies, but | 
* Parteth out of one form into another , from one 

\ Pf Generation, to another, even te all Eternity: 
dies loreover, If vou would gladly be preſerved. from 
hers he Error of, wicked Men N adv then, that 28 
ſay, E | V e the 


That 4 7 
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the ſoul and body of Man js but one living Per- 1M 
fon, diſtinct from all other Creatures; ſo likewiſe C 
the ſpirit and body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is ſp 
both God and Man in one Majeſtical Perſon, 5. 
diſtinct from Men or Angels, as beforeſaid : Fur: fu 
thermore , if the Bleſſed Creator be a glorify d Se 
Perſon, in form like a Man, diſtinct from all ri 
Things and Places, as tis clear he is, how is it IL 
pollible then for the Spirit of the Creator, and at 
the Soul of the Creature, to be but one eſſenti- 01 
al Life, ſeeing they are two diſtin Perſons? E 
For if the ſoul of Man, and the ſpirit of God, 


hl are but one living Life, whence is it then, that 15 


the ſouls of ſome Men, yea, oftentimes of Men 


| of rare natural Parts, not only in their Life-time, | 
through ſpiritual or rational Agonies, do Jer | 


ly God made mention of in the leaſt? Finally, 


and blaſpheme the Creator; but in their Death 
alſo, oftentimes cry out, They are externally damned, m 
not enduring to hear the Name of the moſt ho- 


I Men's ſpirits or fouls be ſo divine, that they j 
are not capable of dying, or of being put to 
Death, I wonder that they make no ule of their 
immortal Power, either by preventing of natu- 
ral Pain, Diſeaſes, or Death to their Perſons, f 
ſeeing no Man hates his own Fleſh, but loves it 1 
and cheriſheth it: or elſe 1 reſiſting Wasser 4 


18 not pleaſant to them, OO | 3 - 
A Cain, Y If Men have no Past in them, to - 
21 prevent bodily Sorrous, or. to relieve their 2 

_ natural Afflictions, when they ſtand in. moſt} ; 
need of help, why then ſhould any fober Man - 
imagine, or think, that ſuch helpleſs ſouls as we 0 
axe, ſhould be immortal, and cannot die? But ' 
ſome Men may ſay unto me, if the ſouls or ſpirits of , 


Mankind 


oY The. SouPs Mortality proved. "1 

Per- Mankind in general, be in a mertal or impere&_ 
wiſe Condition, and muſt die, what Perfection is that 
t, is ſpoken of. by Chriſt and his Apoſtles in holy Writ, 


on, Be ye perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect, and | 


zur ſuch like, from a divine Gift, given me to reveal 
fy A? Secrets. To this I anſwer, There is a two-fold ſpi?- 
Al ritual Perfection belonging to the redeemed of the 

sit Lord; as namely, there is a Perfection of Grace 
and attainable unto in this Life, and there is a Perfecti- 
ntl- on of Glory, which is only attainable in the Life to 
iS © come. Moreover, though the natural body of an 
30d, Elect Veſſel, may be capable to enjoy never ſo 
that much divine Light, Life, or Perfection in him, for 
len Conſolation and Satisfaction to its own ſoul, and for 
me, a further Confirmation unto thuſe that ſhall poſſeſs 
arſe the ſame Light in them; yet you may know it is a 
-ath * glorified Body only, that is capable of a full Enjoy- 
Life to come: I would have no Man therefore 
r. imagine, or think, that I dream of enjoying ſuch 


Sin and Evil in Man whatſoever , as many Men 
would vainly imagine; but the Perfection I treat 
atu- of is this; that is to ſay, When a ſoul is poſſeſt with 
2) ſuch a Meaſure of the Light of Life eternal in 
3 17 him, that it is thereby enabled to ſtand ſtill, and too 
ver ſee the Salvation of God in its own ſoul , flowing 
from a Fountain of perſonal Glories without him, 
t and not from a formleſs Chriſt, or God, within Men 
only, as many Men in theſe our Days, both Igno- 
2 rantly and Impudently affirm. Furthermore, you 
11 may know, that a principal Degree of the Perfecti- 
on here treated of is this; that is to ſay, When the 
Glory of eternal Life, and the Shame of everlaſt- 
ing Death, are in their proper Natures fo really 
jon to Profit or 
Feiſhte, 


But 
1 made known to a ſoul, that in relat 


» ment of divine Glories, which are eternal in the _ 


aà Perfection in this body, as to the rooting out of all | A 
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Pleaſure, inward Temptations, or outward Perſe. Fe 
cutions for, Conſcience: fake \, it is unmoveable like ch 
unto God Himſelf, WV * 
AG A Man may be ſeid to be perfect in a Th 
41 meaſure, according to the Scripture, when he? 
ſhall knowingly glory in his God, that accounts tu 
him worthy to wear a Crown of Thorns in this tr 
Life, as a heavenly Pledge of a Crown of Glory in 

the Life to come, as proceeding from the Etetnity 

of his free Love. Another Scripture-Perfection in 
this Life, is this; When a ſoul enjoys ſuch a hea- t! 
venly Wiſdom in him, as not to give Judgment up- © 


on any ſpiritual Thing that is ſpoken, until the 


pf Life eternal, I pronounce ſuch a Man as this| 


Thing ſpoken of be fo clear in his Underſtanding, ? 
that he has no occaſion of After-repentance in him-, ! 
ſelf for ever. Another dere of Scripture-Per-)1 
fection is this, When a ſoul poſſeſſeth ſuch a Mea- 
{ure of divine Love both to God and Man, that the! 
hope of eternal Glory, deftroyeth all fear of eyer-; 
laſting Vengeance in him; it may be ſaid to enjoy 
Perfection in it, according to the Scriptures. More- 
over, when a Man certainly knows, that he hath 
received an immediate Commiſhon from the living 
God, to declare divine Secrets, and alſo knoweth, 
that the principal End of all his Speakings or Writ-! 
ings, proceeds only from a ſpirit of pure Love in 
him to his elect Brethren; ſuch a foul as this hath 
attained to Scripture- Perfection, as aforeſaid: Fur- 
thermore, that ſoul which from infallible Grounds," 
is enabled truly to diſtinguiſh between the Know- 
ledge of the State of Grace in this Life, and the 
State of Glory in that Life to come, from the Light 


] 


IT. 


perfect, according to the Sayings of holy Writ ;| 
but ifa Man ſhall pretend to comprehend a ſpiritual 


— 
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7«pſe. Perfettion in this Life, and a glorious Perfection in 
e like this Life, and a glorious Perfection in that Life to 

come, from no other God, nor Chrift, but what is 
within him only; I fay, that ſuck a Man as this, 
in a Through groſs Ignorance, doth in effect ſay, there 
en he is no other God beſides himſelt , but periſhing Na- 
ounts fure only, whatſoever he ſhall pretend to the con- 
this frary, by glittering Words or Actions. 
NHMMDA© CC Er SL | 
tnity Gain, If Man's Soul be mortal, and muſt die 
on in 4 Þ with its Body, and ſo become filent Puſt till 
hea. the End of all Time, the Query may be by ſome, 


it up. Of what Concernment is this Svripture- Perfection to an 


the Man in this Life? To this I anſwer, To that Man 
ding, which enjoyns it, it will he very advantagious, both 
him. In Life, and in Death, and in that Life to come: 
Per- In this Life, becauſe by it, the Man is ſtrenghten- 
Mea ed patiently and peaceably to endure all kind of 
t the Afflictions and Perſecutions for Righteouſneſs ſake 
ver. whatſover : In Death, becaule it makes the foul 
-njoy willing to die, from a perfect Aſſurance of being 

lore.) Failed again out of its dead Duſt, into a never. dy- 
hath) ing glorious Life at the laſt Day, by the All- power⸗ 
ving ful Word of an ever: living Jeſus, that moſt high and | 
eth, mighty God now {at down in the midſt of his eter- | 
Vrit- nal Throne; becauſe, the more perfect we are in 
e in {he Underftanding of divine Myſteries in this Life, 
hath! the more Godlike-glorious ſhall we be in the Life to 
Myr. Home for Everlaſting for according to the meaſure. 
nds, of Grace and Knowledge of Ged attained to in 
o- 
the * i q J KF i + 
ght Life to come. Moreover, this Scripture. Perfecti- 
this on is of great Concernment for a ſpiritual Confir- 
rit : mation to all thoſe that ſhall enjoy the ſame Light, 
ua! Unto Life eternal; beſides all this, it is of Con- 
oY 2 3 D 2 „ eFernmeyr 


in this mortal Body, ſo all the meaſure of Glory 
be in our immortal Bodies, which we ſhallenjoy in the {| 
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cernment alſo, becauſe it will be a dreadful Wit- | ritu 
neſs inthe Souls and Bodies of all thoſe which, were tur 
left to deſpiſe this Excellent Truth of the Souls | not 

Mortality, when it preſented it ſelf unto them of 
with ſuch an open Face as is here inſerted, _ | 

: e . 6 NV dy 

An whilſt Men remain ignorant of the 8 the 

Mortality, how can they know the principa 


. ground of any ſpiritual Truth; when a wiſe an; 
and skilfal Husbandman ſoweth his Seed in the | lit; 
Earth, whether it be that of Wheat, or any other | rit 
Grain; doth he not firſt look for a Diſſolution of Bo 
its preſent Life, before he expects it capable to | ri 
quicken it ſelf into a more profitable living Being? -| 
Moreover, ſeeing Chrift and his Apoſtles make 
uſe of the Wheat-corn principally, or only for the 
ſetting forth of the SouPs Mortality, as you may | 
find it written in the twelfth of St. ohn, and in the So 


15 ch Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle of the Corinthians: th 
What is it then, but the depth of carnal Ignorance, | G 
that moſt Men lye under, fooliſhly to conceive | ſo 


their Souls to be Immortal in mortal Bodies? For | L 
if Men (in the leaft) did underftand the Nature ne 
of dhe Immortal Spirit, they would then eaſily || ſe 
know the Mortality of their own Spirits : What is la 
the Nature of an Immortal Sirit? The Nature of b 


it is a flery ſpiritual Glory; inſomuch, that in F 
What Body ſoever it inhabiteth, it immediately t 
conſumes it to Aſhes, or rather makes it to ſhine * 


more glorious, than the San in his Strength, And t 
bis Face ſhone like the Sun in his Streng ib, Rev. 1. And E 
when Chriſt, which is our Life, ſhill appear, tben hal t 
m2 4Iſo appear with him in Glory: Furthermore, you 

N 


| know the Scriptures mikes mention of two diſtindt 


| Bolies, and of their ſeveral Habitations: as nam2- \ 
ly, an earthly and a heayenly, a natural anda ſpi- 
ATP Sas S ritual 


f 
[| 
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ritual, or a mortal and an immortal; as for the na- 


? tural body, is it not of this ſide of Death? And is 
not the ſpiritual or glorify*d body, on the other fide 
| of Death ? Finally, as a ſpiritual body ſutes only 
_ | withan immortal Spirit; ſo likewiſe, a natural bo- 

dy ſutes only with a mortal ſoul, unleſs the body 


therefore were immortal, why ſhouldeſt thou ima- 


gine thy ſoul immortal? What is the reaſon, that 

any kind of bodies ſhould be uncapable of Morta- 
lity ? ls it not through the Immortality of its Spi- 
' rit ? So likewiſe, what is the Cauſe of Man's 
Body being mortal, but the Mortality of its Spi- 


Tit ? 


. San, Is a natural body any thing elſe but a 
Lump of dying Corruption, though it be ne- 

ver ſo compleat in form and perfect Health? 
So likewiſe of the contrary, is a ſpiritual body any 
thing elſe, but a perfect Lump of Incorruptible 
Glory ? 'Tis granted, that if the ſoui of Man were 
ſo ſpiritual, that it could preſerve its body in perfect 


| Lifeand Health without natural Food, there would 


need no more diſpute concerning this. Point 3 but 


ſeeing not only the body, but the ſoul alſo is in a 
languiſhing Condition, when no natural Food is to 
be had, Why then ſhould any wiſe Man count me a2 


Fool, for a ſober reaſoning forth the Mortality of 


the Soul, ſeeing according to the Truth of hol 


Writ, it is both natural and finful 2 Moreover, 
though the Scriptures make mention of a natural 


and a ſpiritual boily, yet I never read of any eſſen- 
tial Oneneſs between them in the leaſt, neither in 


| relation to their Natures, nor Places; but of the 


contrary, accordivg to ſpiritual Truth, I finda vaſt } 


} Diſproportion. between them; for as Man's natu- 


ral body is utterly uncapable to enter into the RAY 1 


. 7 ͤ at » 


it up to your Underſtandings? 
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XL 


dom of Eternal Glory, but only through Death; | ſible 
ſo likewiſe, no ſpiritual body in the Throne of | if. it 


Eternity, is capable to live in a natural way, 


| - unleſs it be changed, os change it ſelf by a kind 


of dying from its eternal Spirituality. It is writ- 
ten, B-hold, I ſhew you a ſecret thing , we ſball-not 
all ſleep, but we hall all be changed in a Moment, 
in the twinkling of an Eye. My beloved ſpiritual 
Brethren, how ſuitable is this ſecret thing ſpo- 


ken of by the Apoſtle Paul, to the Myſtery in 
pleated to clear 


Hand, if the Lord Jeſus will be 


A Gain, In the next Place, I ſhall treat of the 
«A Word Sleeping; There is a twofold Sleep in 

- all Mankind; there is a Sleep of Life, and 
2 Sleep of Death. Firſt, I ſhall write of the 
Sleep of Life, for your better anderftanding of 
the Sleep of Death, I ſpeak to ſober Men; 


When a poor Creature is almoſt weary of his 
Life for want of Reſt, what is that in him that 
defireth after Sleep for Relief to the whole 
Man? Is it his body, or his fonl ? If it be his 
foul, as none can deny that are ſpiritually wiſe, 
it is not tae body then, but the ſoul only that 


is capable of deſiring after Sleep; you know, 
the ſoul is the ſenſible Life of the body 3 and 
whilſt that Life ſenſibly operateth in the body, 


| no Man can poſſibly ſleep in the leaſt 3 but of 
* . the contrary, when a Man falls into a ſweet | 
| and ſilent Sleep, it is through the departing of - 
| rhe ſenſible Life out of his Memory for that Sea- 
ſon; ſo that though the body of man cannot 


ſubſiſt, unleſs it enjoys ſome Reſt through Sleep, 


yet you may know, that the original Cauſe of | 
the ſen- | 


waking or ſleeping, procceds only from 


men 


yer! 
it nC 
ſeel 
Ely © 
ſou! 
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| ſibleneſs, or inſenſibleneſs of the ſoul, Moreover, 
if it be the ſoul only that deſires after Sleep, ſome 
men may ſay unto me, when the ſoul of Samuel con- 
verſed with the Lord by a Viſion in his Sleep, was 
it not ſenfible of what it received from the Lord, 
ſeeing he delivered his Sayings ſo exactly to old 
Ely? How then can it be properly ſaid, that the 
ſoul of Samuel was aſleep at that time; when it 


| talked with the Lord? To this ſuitable Query, take 


this following Anſwer 3 A man's ſoul may be in a 


ſleep upon a natural account, and yet may be per- 


fectly awaked upon a ſpiritua! account at one and 
the ſame time, Give me leave to write a little of 


mine own Experience, which I have received from _ 


the Lord; it is impoſſible for any man, by his ſenſe 
or reaſon, to be capable at the firſt hand, to com- 


JJ. ĩĩõĩ ³ ! y . 0 Rr 10 


prehend any thing that is ſpiritua!; nay, it is thac | 
deadly Enemy that is ever warring againſt the pure 
Truth, in all the Ele& of God, yet Millions of 


ſouls there are, which through deep Darkneſs , do 


adore this Hell-hound as their only God, to their 


eternal Condemnation, through the ſecret Decree 


of an infinite Wiſdom. . Furthermore, if there 
were ne ver ſo little of the divine Light in all Man- 


kind, as ſome Men vainly imagine there is; I fay 


from the Lord, it was impoſſible then for any man 
to periſh upon a ſpiritual account in this Life, or in 


that to'come ; Hence you that are ſpiritual, may. 
comprehend this Secret, that 1s to ſay, though all 
Mankind through mixture of Seeds, are genera- 
ted by carnal Copulation, yet there is a certain 
number of them that are only capable of receiving 


of the Light and Life of the Glory to come; 
where fore, though a man outwardly appears never 


ſo pure in Expreſſions, and Juſt in his Actions, yet 


28 - 


if he ſhall own no other God, Chriſt, or Glory to 


ubhen a ſpiritual Viſion appears toa Man; for whe- dic 
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come, but what is within him only, or what he Is | pa 
capable to enjoy in this preſent body, all the] in 

light that this Man as yet poſſeſſeth, is nothing elſe tre 
but the depth of carnal Darkneſs, © It the light] the 
that is in thee be Darkneſs, how great is that Dark- Gl 
neſs, faith Chriſt? EIT. 

Gain, in anſwer to this of Samuel, I ſhall en“ 
deavour all plainneſs of Speech, yet I am 
doubtful, it will remain asa Paradox, toalmoſt | 
all Men that ſhall ſee it: when the Vihon appear- | 
ed unto Samuel, all that was in him was faſt aſleep, 
now that which awoke in Samuel, to enjoy Commu- A 
nion with the Lord, was not his natural ſenſe or | ** 
reaſon in the leaſt, but it was a ſpiritual light in 
him, which formerly he received from that viſion- 48! 
al Glory then appearing to him, or in him; hence | Fc 
the Saints may come ro underſtand this Secret, | be. 
that all heavenly Viſions and Revelations belorg Þ ft 
only to the Lord's redeemed Ones, Moreover, TI 
though a Man be perfectly awaked, yet if he be 
. unſenfible of his oon Thoughts for that ſeaſon, he «Ft 
may be looked upou as faſt aſleep; ſo likewiſe it is 


© 
fry. 


ther the Man's ſoul be aſleep, or awake, the glory Ni 
of the Viſion converts all the natural ſenſes, into his 
a kind of ſenſeleſſneſs for a ſeaſon, that it may of 


communicate its divine Pleaſure to that which is | C01 


= anadmirable Inſtrument for illuſtrating the things 


only capable to comprehend it, as beforeſaid : Fur- | it 
| thermore, I am ſo far from denying a ſober Uſe of Þ lue 
| Reaſon in its proper place, that I acknowledge it | the 


of God to rational Men, ſo that it be truly ſeaſoned | Cl 


with the heavenly Viſions of everlaſting Life; but | El 


of the contrary, from an unerring ſpirit; I conſi- \ 


— 4 


dently affirm, that the Things of God are not ca- 
| | ** pable 
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pable to be comprehended by the moſt pureſt a7 
he] in the Angels themſelves, but by a Light of a more 
fe} tranſcendent Excellency , ſecretly flowing into 


ht | their rational ſpirits from an incomprehenhble 
ke Glory. | | _ 


E 
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| The Vanity f DREAMS. 


u- . in the next p' ice, 1 ſhall write a liitle 
| £4. of Dreams in Sleep : 1 thall nor ſpeak much of 
in it, becauſe the occations of dreaming, may be 
n- as numerous as the Dreams themſelves ; ſome there 
ce are, that put ſuch Confidence in their Dreams, 
t, || becauſe ſometimes, or often, they partly prove 
true, that through a fantaſtica! Opinion of the 
r, | Truth of their Dreams, they vainly adore them as 
ze || a divine Oracle; indeed, in the time of the Law, 
ie || dreaming of marvellous Things, were of great 
is Concernment, not only becauſe the Lord himſelf 
e. | did often appear in Dreams and Vikons of the 
y | Night to his Prophets; but alſo, becauſe ſome of © 
o þ his Servants had the Gift of a true Interpretation 
y | of them in their Times, concerning Things to 
is | come 3 as namely, Foſeph, Daniel, and others, but 
r. | it is not ſo now; therefore, Dreams are of no va- 
f | lne unto us, as to put the leaſt Confidence in 
it | them, Why? Becauſe we know, that inftead of 
rs || Dreams or Viſions in the Night, or Prelatical 
4 | Charms, God himſelf is the alone Teacher of his 
t | Elect only, by the immediate Inſpirations of his 
j. {| moſt holy ſpirit, l what Dreams ſoe- 
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ver appears to Men in ſleep, occaſions no 


| Marvel 
to me in the leaſt: Why ? Becauſe I know, that 
the ſpirit of Man (both fleeping and waking) is 
nothing elſe but all kind of imaginary lyingDreams, } 
and carnal Wonders, unleſs it be truly ſenſible of 
what it faith and doth. If the ſoul of Man be but / 


as a periſhing Dream, unleſs it be eſtabliſhed with 
a right Underſtanding in ſome Meaſure , of glori- ! x 
ous Things which are eternal, how then can any 
Man truly ſay, that his Soul, and all that is in him, 
is not faſt aſleep, when a Dream, whether true or 
falſe, ſhall ſo take away the uſe of his Senſes ? So 
that while the Dream is in force, another Man 
that is awaked, may wound him, or kill him, and 
he know nothing of it, for want of the uſe of bis 
Senſes. Thus, you that are ſpiritual, may cleerly 


ſee, that though the Body of Man is in part, ſtren 
then'd through natural Sleep, and without, it can- 

not continue, yet it is the ſoul only that is capable 
of Sleep, or deſire after it for the Comfort of the 
Whole Man: But paſſing by natural ſleeping, or 
dreaming in this Body of Fleſh, I ſhall come to 
the true intent of the Apoſtle's Saying, We ſhall 


1 all leep, c. 


of 
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) is) Of the Souls ſleeping in the DUST. 
111 
1 Gain, What was this Sleep that all muſt not 
ditt Itaſte of, ſpoken of by Paul ? Truly, it was no— 
hl thing elſe but the ſleep of the Soul under 
or! | Death's Power in the Grave, or a ſilent ſlee ping 
1 of the Soul and Body together, in the Duſt of th: 
7 


Earth, till the end of all Time, according to that 
8 in the laſt Chapter of Daniel „where you may find 
1 it thus written, And many of them that ſleep in the 

=_y Duſt of the Duſt of the Earth, ſhall awake, ſome to e- 
and verlaſting Life, and ſome io Shame and perpetual Con- 
uus | rempt, In the gth Chapter of the firſt Epifile o 
Ty the Theſſalonians, it is thus written, I would nor, 
ng Brethren, bave you ignorant concerning them which a! e 
: aſleep ; for if we helieve that Feſus is dead, andis ri- 
ſen, even ſo them which ſleep in Feſus, will God bring 
the with him. For this, ſay we unto you by the Word 


or of the Lord, that we which live, and are remair- 


to ing in thexcoming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent 


l them which ſleep, and the Dead in Chritt ſhall riſe 


3 firſt 5 vou know there is a Saying, They that wer 2 
dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, hath be quickned 5 was x 


| their Bodies, or was if their Souls, that was under 


the deadly Power of Sin or Evil, when Chriſt by 
his Spirit quickened it from the Death of Sin, to 
the Life of Righteouſneſs ? So likewiſe, if Men's 

ſouls be not dead aſſeep with their Bodies, in the 
Duſt of the Earth, there is nothing capable to be 
raiſed at the laſt Day, by the All- quickning Word 


| 


the Grave with its Body, there could be no Reſur- 
I rection of any kind of Body at all; Why? Becauſe 
= OE EE Es i PRES — þ 


of an eyer-living God. If the ſoul did not fleep in 
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as the ſoul in its life-time, was only capable in its 


own body to hear the Voice of the Son of God, 


and live; ſo likewiſe, it is the ſoul , under Death, 
that is only capable to hear the Voice of an Infinite 


Majeſty, ſaying unto the ſouls of the Elect that 


ſleep in their Graves, Come forth wirh bodies all glo- | 
rigus like unto my ſelf, and enter with me and my mighty |: 


Angels, into my everlaſting Kingdom then ſhall his 


j Voice alſo command the fSuls of the Reprobate, 
ro come forth with bodies ſuitable to their wicked 


Spirits, black and dark bodies, yea, bodies of no- 


hing but Shame and Confuſion of Face; bodies of 


burning, Envy, Wrath, and Fury againſt them- 
ſelves, becauſe of their everlaſting ſeparation from 


all ſpiritual and temporal Conſolations whatſo- | mi 


ever. 


Au you that are ſpiritual know, that the bo- | 
11 dy of Man is vo way capable of Sleep or Reſt 


without its ſoul, no more than the ſoul is ca- 


| 1 pable of ſenſible waking without its body; fo like- 
= wiſcitis with a Man at his Death, it is not his bo- 


dy, but his foul only, that is capable of the Sleep 


m gatural Life in this body, without any Pain or | 11 
Sorrow, no Man living would, or could deſire to 


of Death; for if Men could for ever enjoy their 


change his preſent Condition. Hence you may 


know, that. as Pain or Sorrow upon a ſpiritual | 
Account, 1s Death to the Peace of the Mind 3 

fo likewiſe, the Extremity of natura! Grief or 
Pain, is that which is the Death of the ſoul. 
Moreover, if Men could underftand by what 
Means their natural Life was preſerved, the na- 


rural dying of the ſoul, in, or with the body, 


would no longer feera ftrange unto them; for 


Man's 
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Man's Life is continually preſerved by the death 
| of all that he eats and drinks; wherefore, when 
| the natural Life is almoſt ſpen! for want of Reſt, 
| the ſoul is glad to enter into a dead fſlecp i for | 
| the prolonging, or the reviving of a new Life; 
| ſo. likewiſe it is with Man's ſoul and body in 
| Death, in reference to the Glory to come; fo 
except the ſoul of Man be capable to enter 
into a natural Death with its Body, it is im- 
poſſible it ſhould ever be capable to be quickned 
into a Life that is eternal. Thus you that have 
divine Eyes, may ſee that there is as abſolute 
a Neceſſity, that the ſoul of Man ſhould ileep 
with its body in the Duſt of the Earth, that it 
might be in a Capacity of becoming an ever- 


f living glorious Body, as it is for a mortal ſoul 


to enter into a dead fleep with its body, for the 
prolonging, or renewing its natural Lite again, 
| 2s aforeſaid. Furthermore, when the ſoul and 
body ot a Man is ſo faſt atleep, that it is un- 
ſenſible of it (elf, and of all Things elſe, what 


is it for that ſeaſon to it ſelf, or any thing 


| elſe, but a meer lump of dead Earth? So that 


| whether a Man fleeps, or wakes , lives, or dies, 


bis ſoul and body is ſo eſſentially one through na- 
tural Procreation, that it is as impoſſible to divide 
them in death, as to ſeparate them in Life; but as 
they had a beginning together in a creaturely way, 

ſo likewiſe being but a Creature, they muſt end to- 
ether in death, for the manifeſtation of the Glo- 


rious Power of an infinite Majefty , when he hall 
re- create out of dead Duſt, many Millions of ſoulss 


and bodies, ſome for eternal Ble ſſedneſs, and other 
ſome for everlaſting Curſedneſs, by the Vertue of 
ja Word, ſpeaking. 8 bis Mouth, as before. 
gud. : — pins 
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Gain, all Men that underſtand Generation tha 
through carnal Copulation, do, or may under- | pol! 
ſtand this following Secret; that is to ſay dea 
Though the Lite or Soul of a Man lieth ſecretly | * 
hid in their Seeds, and being united together, they | 
become but one Life, yet in the time of Concepti- | 
on, the living Seed is compelled to die, before it | 
can be capable to conceive a Babe into Life; both | 
Male and Female have taſted inwardly of this | 
Death and Life, that 1 here treat of, in conceiving 
pf their Children, only the Myſtery ot the Thing 
is hid from them. Moreover, if all ſpiritual Life | 
in Man is begotten through the death of Sin, and 8 
all mortal Life is begotten through the death of lter 
Nature, how then can any ſober Man be fo weak, | hi 
= asto imagine, or think, that his ſinful ſoul 15 al- þ 6,1 
ready immortal, and cannot die? Nay, I dare „on 
W boldly ſay, that there is nothing that a man eats] he, 
ot drinks for his Comfort, that is capable to nou- 10 , 
' Tiſh his natural Life, till the Life or Vertue of that. 
which he hath eaten, or drunken, firft die within || We 
him, and ſo quicken again into living Nouriſhment ;þ 
- wherefore, if a man, through an incurable Dil- pid 
_ eaſe, is in a languiſhing Condition, then know the | 
true Cauſe, why thoſe things miniſtred to him, un 
| though they be ſuitable to his Grief, and never ſo © 
excellent, take none Effect, it is becauſe the Pol- if 
. lution of his Blood prevents the dying of thoſe liy- 
ing Vertues miniſtred to him, Furthermore, to 
' conclude this Point; when a mortal Creature is 
near unto death, you know, that which is given to 
Him for his Conſolation, for want of dying in him, Ca 
Zzñ either vomited up again, or paſſeth through him; 
doing no good, nor hurt, in the leaſt. Thus, you 
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a | that have Eyes, may ſee, there is no Poſſibility of 
r. poſſeſſing any natural or ſpiritual Lite, but through 
I _ | 


. 5 - — 
_ 4 —_ —__— 3 


is 

18 AS: in the next place, I ſhall treat a little of 
te | the Worſhip of God from Chriſt's own Words, 
id | do the Woman of Samaria, in the fourth Chap- 


Te now is, when the true VVorſhippers ſhall worſhip the Fa- 


its ther in Spirit and in Truth, for the Father requireth ſuch |} 
u- 10 worſhip him; God is a ſpirit, and they that TOP him, - - 
at |! muſt worſhip bim in ſpirit, and in truth, In theſe |} 
in] Words, Chriſt did inform the Woman of Samaria, 

it z that his inviſible ſou}, was that God, or Spirit, a» | 
il. | biding only his Perſon 3 by the which ſpiritual U= Þ} 
he nion, ſometimes the true Believer is filled with Joy 


he 


1 


m, unſpeakable, and full of Glory, Moreover, when 
of Chrift and the Samaritan Woman talked together, 

ol- if you take notice of the chief Ground of their + 
IV-. Diſcourſe, you ſhall find, it was about the true 
to] Worſhip of the true God, from theſe Words, our 


15 Fathers worſhipped in this Mountain, and ye ſay, in Je- 


to] ruſalem, Mex ougbt to worſhip therefore when Chriſt 
im, (aid, God is 4 ſpirit, and ibey that worſhip him, muſt 
mz worſhip him in ſpirit and truth, He gave the Samari- 
bat . Woinee 36 underſtand, that all rilble Worliip 
FPV 
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of | ter of St. John ; where he ſaith, 7e worſhip that 
k, | which ye know not, we worſhip that which we know, for | 
Salvation is of the Fews 3 but the Hour cometh, and |} 


Dy q 
by \ 


1 
7 
= 


from Men's Tongues, Eyes and Hands, was to be 
done away, that the inviſible Worſhip, of the in- 
viſible God, may take place in the arts of his 
People for ever. Furthermore, Chriſt gave her to 

under ſtand alſo, that the Worſhip required by him 

from his Saints, was an inward Stillneſs, by Wich“ 
their Souls were made willing to hearken to the 
Voice or Motions of his moft holy ſpirit, ſpeaking || 
in them variety of heavenly Pleaſures, concerning | 
the Glory of Eternity; ſo that as Fire purifieth | 


True Worſhip diſcover'd, 


the Drofs in the Gold, Chrift by the Vertue of his 
God-head ſpirit, purifieth the whole Man from all 


'Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, flowing from Man's 
unclean Reaſon and evil Imagination, which is the | 
Prince of the Air, always ruling in the Children 


of Diſobedience. . 


1 i » 


= 


Ee wmwimho HA A02 n. 


rare 
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A Gain, This ſpiritual worſhipping of God in 
2 % Chriſt, is ſo powerful in ſome, both in their | 
Language and Practiſe, that it makes their ve- 
ry Faces dreadfal to all glittering Tongue-Hypo-!“ 
crites whatſoever that know them, even ſuch Ho- 
nmour belongs to all living loving Saints; This ſpiri-F 
tual Communion with God in Chrift, doth alſo give | 
a Man Power to ilight the deceitful Riches, and 
frothy Honour of this periſhing World, as Dung, 
ia compariſon of that moſt Excellent Glory that it 
_ hath taſted of. Moreover, Chriſt gave the Sama- 
run Woman to underftand , That none'can-ſpiri- | 
tually worſhip him, till the Light or Vertue of his | 

Spirit, firſt enters into them; therefore he ſaith, 
He was fouud of them that ſought him not; and when 
they were in their Blood, and no Eye pittied them, 
he ſaid unto them, Lide; and behold , they lived | 


True Worſhip diſcover d. ar 


in his ſights ſo that when an elect Veſſel hath _ 
| wearied: himſelf * out with TN ſeeking after his 
God in the viſible Worſhip 


Men, and ſo is loſt | 
in all his Worſhip, then, and not till then, the 


| Glory of Chriſt's free Love, moves his God-head 


Spirit to pity that helpleſs ſoul, by revealing 


himſelt unto him, and writing the ſpiritual Law 


of his eternal Love in his Heart, whereby he 


finds his foul changed from carnal Envy, into an 


intire Love of all Things that are moſt excel- _ 
lent, with a readineſs of Mind to ſuffer all kind 
of Wrong, and render Good for Evil, for Chciſt's 


ſake, in obedience to his holy Commands, Who 
Was a perfect Pattern of all manner of righteous 
Obedience to the Death, as a Fore- runner for 


his renewed ones, to walk in the ſame Reps by 


I his Power all their Days. 


cur, this ſpiritual Worthipping/o of. "the true 
God, fills a ſoul with divine Longings after 


on | viſible , as well as an inviſible fight of 
that glorious Perſon, even Face to Face, from } 
whence all their heavenly Enjoyments, and real 


Aſſurance of more tranſcendent Excellencies 


proceeds. Thus it is clear to the Heirs of glo- 
rious Crowns that are of a diſcerning ſpirit, that 


that worſhip at Feruſalem, and elſewhere,treated of 
by Chrift to the Samaritay Woman, was to be 
done away , that a more ſpiritual nught take 


place; ſo that all viſible worſhipping cf an in- 
viſible {1 por God,, is now but as. a golden 
Calf of Men's own Imaginations, and no more 
. mecca of "my Rs ES the cutting off a 


"E's | | 
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| Dog's Neck. Thus, from an un-erring Light, 
in ſome Meaſure , i have remonſtrated to the of 
Elett, what is the very true God, and his ſpi- the 


[ritual Worſhip accepted of him; *tis not out- th; 
ward praying, preaching, faſting, or thankſgiv- n 
|: ing to be ſeen of Men; but it is an inward, Ct 
|] ſpiritual, filent praying and praiſing, faſting and | 


feaſting upon the glorious Things of Eternity, he 


Which is only ſeen by divine Eyes; God is a th: 
| ſpirit, or rather a ſpiritual] Perſon, and they bli 
5 that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit wi 
and in truth. e by 
_ | Ce 

| A Gain in the «th Chapter of St. Mark, it is . 

14111 thus written, And when they ſaw him walking Ye 


S 


ton the Sea, they ſuppoſed it bad been 4 Spirir, th. 
and cryed out, for they all ſaw hiw, and were ſore 
| afraid; but anon he talked with them, and ſaid th 
| unto them, Be ye of good Comfort, it is J, be not Dt 
= afraid; and in the laſt Chapter of St. Lake, are th 
&; theſe Sayings, © And as they ſpake theſe things, 
WF © * himſelf ftood in the midft of them, and |fo! 
A: © ſaid unto them, Peace be unto you; but they fit 
l © were abaſhed and afraid, ſuppoſing that they H 
© had ſeen a Spirit; then he ſaid unto them, kn 
© why are ye troubled ? and wherefore do Doubts ay 
. © ariſe in your Hearts? Behold mine Hands and | 1* 
MW | © my Feet, for it is I my ſelf, handle me and bo 
F; © ſee, for a Spirit hath not Fleſh and Bones, as th 
Fe ſee me have. My ſpiritual Brethren, theſe 55 
Sayings of Chrift, ſeem to contradit the Truth 
oe all that kb have written concerning God, be- 
ing a ſpiritual Body or Perſon, in rm Ie à 
|| Man ; and many Men, for want of the Spirit 55 
, EE pg Oe os Of 


„ 
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of the Scriptures, do imagine, that Chriſt's Fa- 


ther is an infinite Spirit diftin& from him, and 


that it is utterly uncapable, to make its abode 


in ſo narrow a Compaſs, as the Perſon of 


Chrift, if he be in the form of a Man, but they 
imagine him, to be of ſo vaſt a quantity, that 
he incloſeth, or covereth all things and places, 


through his ſpiritual bulk or bigneſs ; this is 


blind Reaſon's imaginary God, that is, no God; 


wherefore, by divine Aſſiſtance, I ſhall endca- 


vour to remove this Stumbling Block of long 
Continuance, by a clear and fuli Demonſtration, 
why Chriſt, in anſwer to his Apoſtles, ſaid, 4 
Spirit bath not Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſee me have. 
You know, when Chriſt walked upon the Sea, 
they ſuppoſed they ſaw a Spirit, and cryed out 
for fear; ſo likewiſe, when Chriſt was riſen from 


the Grave, and was in the midft of them, the 
Doors being ſhut, the ſame ſuppoſition roſe ia 
them again z ſo that you know they were a- _ 
|fraid, ſuppoſing they had ſeen a Spirit; where 


fore, to convince them of their carnal Suppo- 
fitions, the Lord Jeſus bids them handle his 


Hands and his Feet, and fee, that they might 


know, that now he was become a ſpiritual Bo- 
dy of Fleſh and Bones; and that now he was 
quickened into a divine Eftate , both ſoul and 


body, as he had foretold them before he died in 


the Fleſh , and quickned himſelf again in the 


— F —— — 


ſtand things that are, and that would for time te 
came, prevent all carnal Fears in them, ariſing fron 
| vain Suppoſitions. i os 


— 


of God, Men, or Angels, are always inviſibley 
and not to be ſeen by outward fight, neither poſſi 
bly can be; therefore, Chriſt would not -havd 


| A Gain, ſeeing Chriſt both times , appeared in; 
44 Body of Fleſh and Bone, what Ground hat 


the Apoſtles, to ſuppoſe him to be a formleſ 


No Spirit without a Body. 


A Gain, the Apoſtles themſelves, as well X 
| others, were dark in many things till Chriſtqhe 


Was glorify'd, and that was the Cauſe of their ſup4th 


poſing, that Spirits might live without Bodies, and G 
be ſeen by natural Eyes; the Doors being ſhut, agpc 


_ aforeſaid, and Chriſt being in the midſt of them in 


they not knowing which way he ſhould come ingth 


that was one Cauſe of their ſuddain fear, of ſupfar 
poſing they had ſeen a Spirit; wherefore, for re, pe. 


moving of their groundleſs Suppoſitions, and ſet D 


ling their fearfal Spirits upon a right Underſtand ft 
ing of Fleſh and Spirit, the Lord Jeſus ſaid untq a 
them, For 4 Spirit hath not Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſed tl 
me have, Moreover, Chrift did not ſay, that 4p 
| ſpirit could live without its Body, no more than 4 
body can live without its ſoul 3 he gave them to un C 
derſtand alſo, that as all bodies, both natural and y 


ſpiritual are viſible, ſo likewiſe all ſpirits, whethet 


Wh 


them to ſuppole things that are not, but to under 


i 1 


Oo, ent end => - as, fond, oh fad » 


No Spirit without a Body. 45 
pirit; if it ſhould be imagined by ſome, that a 
pirit may live without a body, and take upon it 
What ſhape it will, to fright ignorant men withal: 
To this 1 anſwer ; If Chriſt had either time ap- 
raren deten them in a gaſtly form or ſhape, they 
11 aghad then juſt Cauſe to be affrighted; but ſeeing 
;hriſthe appeared both times in that bod, whom 
r ſup- they had been ſo long converſant withal, What 
„and Ground in the leaſt had they therefore, to ſup- 
t, agpoſe they had ſeen a ſpirit ? *Tis Truth, his Wwalk-_ 
hemiing upon the Sea might much amaze them, through 


e ingthe unuſualneſs of ſuch a fight, but to ſee him die, 


' ſup4and buried out of fight, and in a moment, to ap- 
or re4pear again in the midft of his Friends, when the 
1 ſet{ Doors were made faſt; this muſt needs cauſe an A- 
tand ftoniſhment to thoſe that had never ſeen or known, _ 
untdany ſuch thing before; therefore, the Apoſtles, : 
ye ſed through fear, did ſuppoſe things that are not, nor | 
hat 4 poſſibly can be, by imagining a fpirit might be ſeen 


han 4 by Eyes of Fleſh; Feel me, and bandle me, faith 


l and me have, 


* 


o un Chriſt, for 4. ſpirit bath not Fleſh and Bones, as ye ſee 


etheq 

poſſi⸗ nnen did inform his Apoſtles, that a. 
havq 1 ſpirit could not poſſibly be ſeen by viſible Eyes, 
aderi Why? becauſe the nature of it is always to be 


je td inviſible, and can bo nv otherways 3 but alſo, be- 
fron cauſe there is no viſible Light or Sight in the Pe- 
lions of God, Men, or Angels, but what proceeds 
from their inviſible Spirits: Chrift did allo inform 
them, that that inviſible ſpirit in the body of his 
ding Fleſh and Bone, was that God-head Power or 
| hay Glory; by Vertue of which, to fulfill his on 

*'mlef} Will, could with that Body, pierce through Doors, 


+>, v4 
— 
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aſcend, or deſcend (wifter than Thought, into the 
height and depth of all Things and Places. More- 
over, he did alſo inform them, that a ſpirit was not 


only inviſible, and not to be ſeen with viſible Eyes 


of Fleſh but alſo, that in reference to its inward 
r wor or form, it was incomprehenſible, there- 
tore, it was utterly uncapable viſibly to be ſeen or 
handled; for the inviſible ſpirit is that only which 


ſees, handles, or comprehends all viſible things, 
whether they be natural or ſpiritual. Thus you 


which are not ſtene blind, may know, that it is not 


only impoſſible, for mortal Men to ſee a ſpirit with 


natural Eyes; but it is alſo as impoſſible for any 
kindof ſpirit, whether it be of God himſelf, Men, 
or Angels, to be capable of any Light or Life with- 

out diſtinct bodies of their own, to manifeſt it in, 
any more than a body is capable of any Light or 
= - * without a living ſpirit, to manifeſt it ſelf 
EO: + 8 „ PIT 


1 invinble Eye in the foul, though a Man has no 


natural Sight or Hearing, is as capable of hear- 
| Ing and underſtanding the Voice or Motions of his 
W holy ſpirit, as thoſe that enjoy their natural Sight 


$kilft 
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Add, Chriſt did inform his Apoſtles, that the | 


and Hearing; yea, and oftentimes hetter allo : 


W . Why? Becauſe the outward Seeing and Hearing || 
is rather a hindrance, than a furtherance to the in- | 
ward Whiſperings of Chriſt's ſpirit jn Man's ſoul, 
concerning the glorious Things of Eternity. More- | 
ww over, you that are skilful in natural Muſick, whe- 


ther it be Inftrument or Voice, do know, that the | 


lower the ſound is, the more ſweet is its Harmony 
to the natural Ear; fo likewiſe you that are moſt 
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skilful in divine Muſick, do know, that the ſtill or 
filent Mot ions of Chriſt's ſpirit, make the moſt. 
glorious Harmony in your inviſible ſouls; but ot the 
s (contrary , though a Man poſſeſs his bodily fight 
g End hearing never ſo perfect, yet if his inviſible 
„ (pirit be uncapable to diftinguiſh between the true 
r ſound of natural or ſpiritual Muſick, he is like un- 
h to a deaf Adder that cannot hear, though the na- 

ural or ſpiritual Charmer charms never io wiſely; 
u [for alas! what Mulick is it, to tell a carnal heart 
t pf poſſeſſing the Glory of an immortal Crown, full 
h of eternal Excellencies; it is all one, as if the moft 


IC 
_ 
IL 


areſt natural Muſick ſhould be founded in the Ears 


J þf a Man that is ſo fooliſh, that he is void of all | 
1. ſenſe or reaſon, like the bruit Beaſt, or deaf Adder, 
as beforeſaid, Feel me and handle me, ſaich Chrift to 


if ſſee me have. 


r his Apoſtles, for a ſpirit hach not ficſb and bones, as e 1 
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| BAPTISTs Commiſſion 
. COUNTERFEITED: 


A Gain, in the next place, (by divineafliſtange)T = 
"A ſhall demonſtrate the vanity ofthe. Miniſtry ef 
the Baptiſts, for want ofacommiſhon from. the ord fer 
what they ignorantly.do..L need not tell you the foun- 
dation upon which they build their wo rſbip;, becault 
it is upon the Letter of the Scripture, and their own 
lying Reaſon, which 1 the Devil in them, If an 
viſible worſhipping of an inviſible ſpiritual God is 
now become vain and; of none effectʒ the gaptiſts max 
ſav unto me. , WM hat is the meaning of thoſe Sctiß - 
2 ture-ſayings, that injoyn men to worſhip God. 1 im Ris 
Holy Ordmances to the end. of the World? To 
| | this Lanſwer, All true Chriſtians are now under the 
4 Miniſtry of. the Holy Spirit, and no more bound 
in conſcience to ApoHolical Worſhip, than the Saints 
| were hound in Conſcience to 15 eel. Worſhip 4 4 
when they were under the Darts HE Chriſt. 1 — 
þ you think it ſtrange, I ſhall give infallible grounds | 
I for the prof of it to all Spiritual diſcerning men, 
| My firſt grounds this, Since the Apoftley worſhiss 
cealed, nor gan in or at the end of the Ten Perſe- 


futten get 2 man hath been commiffianatet bytes 
r it of God to adminiſter Divine Ordinances to his. . | 


” * "ak an unerring Light, I ſay Again, 

That above theſe Thouſand: yeares, there bath no& 

been a'man-ſent forth to propheſy or preach the 

| Goſpel. of the Kingdom, by a ſpiritual Commiſ- 

o from-Ghrift, or any One appointed for that 
995 e Chrift . But it way be , thou that in 

ee the 


„ 1 BAPTIST: 


the Preheminence among the People, as to be 
| looked upon as an Apoſtle, or Miniſter of the 


Goſpel, wilt endeavour to prove thy Commiſſion 


by the Scriptures. Now thou canſt not deny, but 
the Scriptures were men's Writings, which the | 
Holy Spirit immediately moved them to ſpeak, as 


an outward witneſs of things paſt, preſent, and to 


come, to all generations, in relation to ſpiritual 
things which are eternal; How then canſt thou | 
poſſibly become a Minifter of Divine Ordinances, | 


by Authority from another man's words, or writ- 


ings, unleſs without their Letter, thou wert imme- | 
dliately moved to ſpeak by the gift of the Holy- | 


Spirit as they were? Moreover, tho' the Scrip- 


tures in in themſelves are juſt and true, to all“ 
thoſe that ſpiritually diſcern them, having the Life 
and Power of them in their own ſouls, yet there iss 


nothing but Death in them ts a Carnal Spirit. 


The Lenter killeth , bur ibe Spirit giveth Life. And | 


can a dead or killing Letter give thee power to 


become a ſpiritual Miniſter of Chriſt's Ordinances 


to his Ele& People? I truw not. Oh! deceive 


_- AGAIN, If thou ſhalt imagine thy ſelf fit to 
minifter Goſpel-Ordinances to the People, becauſe 
thy natural parts hath blinded them to make choice 
of thee for ſuch an end: then I would fain know 
of theee whether thou art indued with a Miniſterial 
Power? Doth Chriſt immediately pour forth the | 
gift of his Spirit upon them thou baptizeſt ? Or 

cure the the Sick when thou prayeſt oyer them? 
Or dath he own thee in c afting out of Devils, De- 
= villiſh diſeaſes, or diſtemp ers incident to man's na: 


of, thine own Soul with thy Counterfeit if it be 
Wꝛrr ˙ům. e 23 


Comimiſſion Countorfoited. 


excellent in all Divine Oualifications; All this is ot 
no value inthe leaft, to ĩmpowet᷑ a man to be comę 
aMiniſter of the Goſpel, withont an Approbation 
t || from the King of Glory bimſelf, as before aid 
> Moreover, If thou'arc poſſeſt with natural i. 
s Jom, Riches, and Honour, there is not one tittle 
in the New Teſtament , to prov? thee a Miniſter of 
1 | Chrift, ſince Goc became fi: ſh: Wherefore, In the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, I pronounce Wo! Wo! 
„ unto all Miniſterial Counterfeits? but moſt dread- 
- | full Woes again all thoſe men which know the Lord 
- |þ Jefusſenc them not to miniſter Apoſtolical Ordiuan- 


Lees to his People yet go on in their deceit, againſt 
- |} the checks of their own Conſciences for Silver, and 
JJ iu ß oy me 
s | AGAIN, the true Apoſtes, or Miniſters of | 
| the Goſpet, did not premeditate before hand what 
they ſhould ſay to the People; But they declared = 
he Myfteries of the Kingdom, by an immediate 
oving of the Holy Spirit, without any real con- 
adiction in their ſayings in the leaſt; But of the 
'oritrary , either thou ftudieft upon their Letter, 

mat thou ſhalt ſay to the people, that thou mayeft 
| feafe' therr itching Eares, with a Form of Glitter- 
g Words only; Or Elſe , If thou ſpeakeſt an 


e | Hour or two without premetitation, O! how fa 
e | bf contradiction, and confution at would be fountl 

w | If it were examined by x diſcerning ſpirit ? More- 

al | ver, to uphold thy borrowed Msniſtry, it may 

e „ thou wilt reply and fay , that thou art no Hire- 

Ir | g, but tiveft upou thine own labour, and that 

? u ſpeakeft thine own experience freely tothe _ 
e- ple I fhall antwer thee in the wards of Samuel 
a: b Saul: What meaneth then the Bleeting of the _ 


M 


1 
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| Sheep, and the lowing of the Oxen in mine Ears Yo 
I mean yonr Sacramental gatherings thitty, feurty,| hin 
or ſiſty times in a Year ; beſides your Members| 1x 
"Monthly , or Quarterly Liberalities ? It may bel kil 
thou wilt reply, and ſay, it is all Free Offer. an 
#ngs to the Lord, for the relieving of poor Church an; 
Members, and for a ſtock to help Young Begin N. 
ners in their Callings. 1 ſay if you be impartially|y;, 


| _ charitable to one auother, It is well; I am ſure ac 
| you have very little, or no compaſſion at all toſ qu 
3 any other People, though they be more juſt than] Ar 


your ſelves. Furthermore, Is it uot your Popiſh}y 
Bulls, rather than ſpiritual Truth, that ſqueeſesÞr 
moſt of the Peoples gratuities our of them ? I mean 
by frighting their ſouls with fear of Eternal Dam- ow 
nation. if they be not obedient to your Golpel Or- En 
dinances, or rather Imaginary Formalities of your Sta 
own Inventions. 5 e 


AGAIN, How can you have the Face of aff ff 


Miniſter of the Goſpel, and can kill and ſlay man- a 
kind with a iword of ſteel? In the true Miniſtry r 
I find the contrary altogether , Our weapons are not in 
carnal, but ſpiritual. ſaith Paul, and Chrift who is 
the only God, teaches his to flay none but witn 
Love. Theſe are the effects of the Goſpel of his 
Kingdom, which is not of this World, For then 
the Princes would embrace it, which now are at 
varience with it. becauſe it maketh war againſt 
their natural Wiſdom, and earthly Glory 

Moreover, I ſhall write a litile between Faith, g; 
and Reaſon's Kingdoms, Or Between ſpiritual 
Love, and carnal Envy, Love your Enemies ſaith} 
Chriſt, and if be ſmite thee on the one Chack, give | 
him the other. and when one of his Diſciples _ 25 
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in whether he muſt forgive his Brother ſevey times? 
S ea ſaith Chriſt, if be acknowledpe bis fault, forgive 
ty bim ſeventy ſeven times. What is that but even 
IS} always? Love lieth down at Envy's feet, to be 
bel killed of him, and ſlayeth Envy by its patience 
and meekneſs. Love doth all things in a beautiful 
ch} and comely manner, Love is of ſo pure and holy a 
in Nature, that it cannot poſſibly do an impure or 
ly} unholy thing: but if it be moved to manifeſt it ſelf 
according to its divine property, it naturally pro- 
duceth all Heavenly Excellencies in Elect men and 
han] Angels. Love is generous, and pittiful, but En- 
illityy is covetous and cruel . Love delights to be 
ſervant to all, but Envy loves to be Lord over all. 
can Love is not violent, but leaves all men to their 
m-Town Conſcience in point of Divine Worſhip, but 
Envy defiring the preheminence in Church and 
State, is always lying in wait, to enſnare innocent 
ove, becauſe it cannot bow down to its carnal 
„Commands; and becauſe it cannot take away its 
of aſſpiritual i it willavenge it ſelf upon its natn- 
nan: ral Peace. But inftead of rending mens Perſons, 
fry or Eſtates, Love is thatdivine Balſome that cureth | 
not ail Diſeaſes that Envy makes. It cures a wounded 
Spirit, and A axe a broken Heart, and reviv- 
th a dying Soul; It relieyeth natural Wounds, 
ade by Envy's Weapons. Love Cloatheth the 
aked, Feedeth the Hungry, Viſiteth the Sick, 
in Priſon, and out of Priſon. Love enjoys it ſelf 
o longer than it is doing good to-others. God- 
an Chriſt Jeſus glorified, is the Fountain of all 


2inſt 


aith, ivine Love, Peace, Joy, or any glorious Excel- 
, to 
VVV 
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AA, Love Goth not make men to defie 


after the office of a Miniſter, or to be a Parliame nt- 
Man. Recauſe of the great weight attending ſuch 
Places, to diſcharge a good conſcience in them to 


God and Man. If the Lord Jeſus ſhould ſay toa I. 


man, I have Choſen thee for a greater work; Love 
in ſach a cafe, makes a man to conſider his inability, 
and unworthineſs of ſuch an office, and to deſire the 


Lord to paſs him by, and chuſe another, - becauſe of 
_ theexceeding Unbelief, and Perverfenels of mens 
> vines eſpecially, ifa man ſhall ſay, the Lord hath 

poken fo him. 1 can bear witneſs to the truth of | 
this thing with Moſes, and Paul, tho' men or Angels 
ſhould gainſay it, Moreover, I do not ſay all men | 
have ſuch ftruglings in them, when. Chrift makes 
choice of them for Apoſtles, or Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel: For Matthew. Mark, Luke, Peter, and the reſt 

of the Apoſtles, ſeemed Eaſily to be Entreated to | 
leave all. and follow Chriftz yet no man knows what 

_ Inward ftrivings they had, to forſake their Parents, 

and all that was near and dear unto them, to follow | 

= Aa perſecuted Chriſt, or Man of forrows , Further- | 
more, Sometimes when God makes choice of a man | 
to be his Meſſenger to the ſons of men, his Voice in | 
ſuch a caſe is ſo. powertull in him who is choſen, that | 
it ſwallows up all reaſoning in him; and then indeed | 


there remains no cauſe of ſtriving in the leaſt, The 


Apoſtles being many, and encouraged with Chriſt's 
_ Perlonal preſence ,. that was ready, and: willing to 
dlie for them, muſt needs be willing to follow him in 
_ dhe ſame ſteps: but of the contrary, When a mar is 
, choſen alone, having only but one C 
unto him, and is compelled to declare t 
and terribleſt Meſſage, againft Deſpiſers of their 
Meſſage, as ever was, as I and my Fellow-Witneſs 


were 


amp ion given 
— 


ſtrangeſt 


like, it will give large Gifts to attain them. 


from God, that was one of his fins that lay upon 
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Vere in this Age, In ſuch a caſe, Reaſon may pla 
its part, before it be made willing to lie down to the 


pleaſure of the Moſt High. 
AGAIN, Envy which floweth from Reaſon, 


is that which doth not only ftrongly deſire the Pre- 
heminence in Church and State, but if it cannot - 


attain to its deſire in a legal way, then Simon Magus 
Sup- 
poſe you that are the Chief Miniſters of the People, 

called Baptiſts, do exactly imitate the Apoſtles wor- 
ſhip. according to the Letter of the Scripture; yet 
if you are not ſtone blind, you muſt needs know that 
you have no Commiſſion from the ſpirit of Chriſt 
to adminiſter Apoſtolical Ordinances to this Gene- 
ration, or any other, (if there ſhould be another,) 
whilſt the world endures: why? Becauſe yeu do 


certainly know, that you did never hear the glo- 


rious Voice of Chiiſt ſay unto you theſe following 
Words, Go, Preach the Goſpel te all Nations, Bap. 


| zizing them in the Name of the Father, and the Son, and : 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obſcrve all things what. 
ſoe ver I haue commanded you, and Lo I am with you al. + 


may, until the end of the World Matthew the Laſt. 


I ou do certainly know alſo, that God did neither 
| ſend Angel, Prophet, Apoſtle, nor Saint, to Com. 
miſhonate you to miniſter Goſpel Ordinances to 


his People as beforſid. Is it not a wonderful thing 
therefore, that you ſhould go on with ſuch a high 
hand, in medling with holy things which concern 
you not. Remember Foby Chandler, who I heard 
confeſs with hls own mouth, that he was eternally 
damned, for Baptizing people without Authority 


B - kis | 


1 ! 4 

N 
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this Scripture in the laſt of Maithew, maketh much 


for you, if you be ſober, I ſhall ſhew you from the 


Spirit of Chtiſt, the contrary altogether , Chriſt 


in thoſe words, fpake to hts choſen Apoſtles, laying, 


Go preach to all Nations. And to fulfil his Promiſe 


unto them, he gave them power to work Miracles, 
and Tongues, to ſpeak unto, every man in his own 
Language, the wonderful things of God; as you may | 


his Conſeience, Furthermore, if you that are the 
Miniſters of the Baptiſts do lmagine, or think that 


ſee in the ſecond of the Ads of the Apoftles Where- - 


any 0 


have heard his glorious Voice. How then can you 


fore, unleſs you be endued with Power from on 
High, with ſuch Apoſtolical gifts, how can you be 
their ſucceſſors in the leaſt? Teaching them to obſerve 
all things, whatſoever I haue commanded you, How can 
apply this ſaying to maintain your way, knowing in 
your Conſciences, that Chriſt never ſpake unto | 
9X commanded yon to teach men to obſerve 
f his commands at all? I fay again from an 
unerring Light, that you never law his Face, nor 


1 truly teach his ſpiritual Commands to his redeemed 
= Ones? orconvince gainſayers ? And Lo I am with | 
you alway to the end of the World. What do theſe words 


concern you in the leaſt, feeing they were not ſpoke | 
unto you 7 1 coufe ſs, 48 many of yOu, and all other : 


Opinions, as ſhall enjoy the ſpiritual power of theſe | 
words in their lives and converſazions, are concrned | 
in this matter. Thus Chriſt may be {aid to own the 
Miniſtry of his Apoſtes, to the end of the world. 

But of the contrary, the Lord Jeſus had not the 


eaſt thought in him, Fifteen Hundred years after 


j the deceaſe of his Apoſtles, to commiſſionate opi- 
nionated men, to ofiiciate their Miniſtry over again, 


: — 
as 
7 


. 


e 
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238 blind Baptiſts would have it. 
ſpeech, bear with my weakneſs, Ye ſuffer Fools 


11 
If Jam rude in 
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A G A I N, What was the mind of Chriſt, In 
that ſaying, * Lo I am with you alway, to the end | 
of the world? From theſe words, we may under- 
: Rand thus much; As Chrift failed not to own Moſes, 


in his Legal Worſhip, upon the ſpirits of the Jewiſh 


Nation, whilft that Miniftration remained; fo like- 
wife, whilſt his Apoftolical Worſhip was to remain, 
be would not fail to own it, by his ſpiritual preſence. 
in the hearts of his Elect, that were under thoſe Vi- 

ſible Ordinances . 


But you may Reply and lay, 


N that Chriſt in theſe words did intend, that his ſaints 
ſhould enjoy the Miniftry of Goſpel-Ordinances, to- 


the end ef the world. From the Lord, to this J an- 
ſwer: Unleſs the People that make choice of you for 
their Miniſters, have an infallible ſpirit, to know 


you are commiſſionated by Chrift, to ſupply the 


| Apoftles room, the which they dare not lay they 


| havez the Pope, and you, and all other Miniſters, 


are Peter's ſucceſſors alike. 


Moreover, there is a 


twofold end of the World, a particular, and a ge- 


1 


neral: When a man dieth, it may be properly ſaid 
that he, and this world, are at an end to each other. 
| Why ? Becauſe his time is paſt, for ever living in 
this world again; ſo likewiſe it was, with Legal, 
and Gofpel-Adminiftrations . Whilft rhe Choſen 
| Miniftrators remained, there was Power, and Life 
in them over mens fpirits; But when they disd, 
and were pnt to death, for bearing witneſs tothe 


Truth of their Ordinances, this world, and their 


Worſhip, might-truly be ſald tobe at an end to ey | 


- 
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tbat was dead, and is alive for evermore, I create all things | 
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other for ever. Why? Becauſe the true Adminiſ- w 
trators, and Adminiſtrations ceaſed both together, P. 
when they had fulfilled all that was appointed for be 
them to do by the Lord. to 


AGAIN, tho'all Viſible Worſhip is now be- h. 
come of no value in the Eyes of the Lord: Yet it h. 
may be truly and properly ſaid, that Chriſt is with hi 
his Apoſtles atway to the end of the world, in all fp 


thoſe that worſhip him in ſpirit and truth; I do not h. 
mean thoſe that ſpend their time in Baptiſtical Ce- P 
remonies, ſ2eing neither Circumciſion, nor Un-cic- à 
cumeiſion availeth nothing, but a new Crearure: but It 
-| as beforeſaid, I mean thoſe ſober ſilent ſaints, who ſe 


Language, and Practice ſpeaketh forth the ſpirit and ti 
power of the Scriptures in them, in the fight of God h.: 


and man, all their days. Finally, theſe filent ſaints N 


I ſpeak of, are poſſeſt with ſuch a pure Love to Chriſt 


1 in them, that according to their talents, their hearts h. 


and hands are continually open to all that is goods þ 
and leckt up, and barr'd againſt all known evil what- C 
ſoever. Theſe are thoſe that Love the very Duſt of a 


| the true Prophets aud Apoſtles, becauſe they ce rtains ai 
1y know rhe day will come, when Chriſt will perſo- e. 


nally appear again to raife or new-create out of dead B; 


duſt, thoſe Prophets and Apoſtles, with themfelves, I 


into tranſcendent Perſonal Glories, like unto his own t 
glorious body, even to all Eternity, Bebold, ſaith he þ 


AGAIN | this Promiſe, of Chriſt's being with t 


| his Apoſtles alway to the end of the World, was ſps- & 
j| | kenprincipally upon a ſyiritual account: wherefore, | 


when 
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iniſ- when Chriſt, in any Age, manifeſts his glorious 
ner, Preſence in the ſpirits of the Saints, through their 
for believing in the Scriptures, then he may be ſaid 

to own his Apoſtles, becauſe they were the Pen- 

men thereof. Moreover, theſe Words of Chriſt 
be- had relation alſo to his two laſt Witneſſes Which he 
et it hath ſent in this blind Age, by Voice of Words from 
with his own glorious Mouth, to declare unto his Elect, 
n all ſpiritual Secrets of his eteraal Kingdom, that was 
) not hid from all Morcals in this World, as the true 
Ce- Fore-runners of his ſuddain, glorious and dreadful 
-Cir- appearing, with his Saints and Angels, unto eternal 
but oe qu Moreover, the Records of the two 
hoſe Teſtaments is God's Commiſſion- Book, wherein 
tand thoſe intended by him to miniſter holy Things, 
God have their Names written, and Chriſt their Kings 
aints Name abundantly alſo, who ſealed to their Com- 
hriſt miſſions often from his own holy Mouth, after he 
arts had ſealed it with his moſt precious Blood, but 
00d, thoſe whoſe Names are not to be found in the 
vhat- Commiſſion- Book beforeſaid, though they may be 
iſt of approved of by Men, yet Chrift and his Apoftles, 


tain · accounts them but Thieves and Liars, and Deciev. 


erſo- ers of the People, Like Prieſt, like People; if the 
dead Blind lead the Blind, they muſt needs both fall into the 
lves, Ditch of eternal Condemnation. Furthermore , what 
3 own though Chriſt ſaid to his choſen Ones, Go preach and 
ith he baptize all Nations; what is that to you Baptiſts, 
things When he ſpake to his Apoſtles? Did he ſpeak to 
Fou, or to them? Seeing the Caſe is ſo plain, I 
ould not have you to deceive your own ſouls with 
with blank Commiſſions, but deal plainly with your ſelves 
; ſps- and your hearts, by telling them, that you are not 
fore, Miniſters of the Spirit, but of the Letter only. 
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Finally, you (hall, or may know, that neither th. ri 
Scriptures themivlves, nor natural, nor ſpiritua'], p 
G, nor the Saints, is any way in the leaft, aſc + 
ffcient Ground to impower Men to become Mi-| h. 


__ niftcators of Goipzi-Ordinances, without a ſpiritual 
Commutron from Chriſt, as abundantly before+| 


A G AI N, Suppoſe a Presbyterian, .Indepen+| pe. 
_ cant, Separate, Epiſcopacy; Ranter, Quaker or| j 
Baptiſt, or any opinionated Man whatſoever, ſhould} the 
nave heard Chriſt ſay unto Peter, And I will give 
280 thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and foe 
whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth , ſhall be bound in ho 
Heaven, whatſnever vhou ſhalt looſe on Earth, ſhall be 
Joſed in laben, Mat. 1. or ſhould have heard} ©, 
Chriſt ſay co his Apoſtles, Go preach the Goſpel to all © 
Nalions, | fay, if it were poſhble for ſucha Man toy 
Perform the Office of an apoſtle exactly, yet the} 
Tord Jeſus would hays utterly diſowned him upon 80 
that account, becauſe he ſpake not to him, nor gave] t ii 
im a Comminon to preach and baptize in his, g1 
Ka me; but of the contrary, that Man for going 
Wir hont a Commimon from Chriſt , might rather EF: 
juſtly kost co drink of the ſame Cup of thoſe} 
pot tical Coantert its, in the rgth of the Acts off 
the Apotiles ; che Words are theſe, Then certain] 
+ of the Vagabond Jos, Exorcifts, took upon them, 
© fo cal) oyzr chem which had evil Spirits, in the} 1 
= Name of the Lord Jeſus, ſaying, We adjure'you} c. 
_© dy [ſus whom Paul preacheth; and there were 
© ſeven 50280f one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of chef 5, 
* Pri-fts, which did fo, and the evil Spirit anſwer-] o. 
© ett and ſaid, Jeſus I know, and Pant I know. * = 


them, to be Miniſters of divine T 


©| till they took on them, the Autharity 
--f ftle, and were made naked and wotnde 
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ho are ye? And the Man in whom the £14 Spi- 
« rit was, Jeapt on them, ard over: am: he wh and 
© prevailed againſt them, ſo that (hey flies ov! of 
the Houle naked ard wounded, Mer over « 
what was it, think you, but Vagaburiim and 
Exorciſm for thoſe ſeven Sons of Sceva, to take 
upon them the Power of an Apoſtle, without a 
Commiſſion from Chriſt, as Paul had ? Surely c':ofſe 
Men were not looked upon as Vogabonds Ly the 


People, being Sons of the Chief Prieſt; ut rather, 


I ſuppoſe, were in Honour among the People, as 
their Father was, till they were diſcover'd., by 
| taking on them Pauls Commiſſion. Thus you may 
fee , that the Scriptures account Men but Vaga- 
bonds, and Workers of Iniquity, that takes upon 
hings, without a 


Com miſſion from Chriſt. 


chef AG AIN, I do not find in Scriptures, that the | 


Sons of Sceva were called Vagabonds,and\Exorcifts, 


an Apo- 


| Impudence ; Indeed, if they had ſorſook their 


=. | Father's Houſe, and got their Livings in Aſtrologi- 
| cal way, or Magick way, or any ſuch like Vagabo- | 


niſm Art, when they might have lived at Home in 
Honour, like the Sons of a Lord Biſhop, then they 
would have dilcovered themſelves to the People as 
Men of a Vagabon'd Mind, before they were diſ- 
covered by the Lord. Morcover, if a Sophiſtical 
Prieſt, Aſtrological Star-gazer, or any other unlaw- 


a} ful Artift, ſhould enjoy a ſtately Houſe and Land 
at} © his own; thorgh his Conſcience tells him, he 


gained 


for their 
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gained it by flattering, lying and diſſembling, yet 


Inſtead of ſuch a Man being counted a Vagabond, 


it's more probable, Men would choſe him for a 
Country Juſtice of Peace, oftentimes to puniſh 
innocent Men, inſtead of a Vagabond, if they 


are not able to get them Houſes to live in thro'f 
Deceit, as they have done. Furthermore, there | 
are two ſorts of Vagabonds, a natural, and a} 
ſpiritual, the natural Vagabond againft the civil | 
Power, is that Man that enjoys his Health, 


Strength, Limbs, and Liberty, but cannot endure 


any kind of lawful Labour , and ſo through | 


Idleneſs, hath no certain Dwelling to put his 


Head in, but in a beggerly or thieving way, goes | 
from place to place to get his Living, having no 
Conſcience in him who ſuffers, ſo that he can | 
but get it to maintain his way of Idleneſs 3 fo | 
— Itkewiſe it is with a ſpiritual Vagabond, according | 
to holy Writ, That Man that hath a good | 
Calling, enjoying his Health, Limbs, and Liberty, 
and ſufficiency of Food and Raiment, and is not | 
_ therewith content, but being of a looſe and idle | 
Mind, through Covetouſneſs or {ſecret Pride, | 
_ aſpireth to be a Goſpel-Minifter , and in af} 
beggerly or thieving way, runneth from Scripture 
to Scripture, adjuring by Jetus whom Paul preach- | 
ed, as if he were Paul, notwithſtanding he | 
underſtands not truly what Paul's Jeſus is, no 
more than thoſe Vagabond Sons of ev, the 


- Chief Prieſt, as beforeſaid. 8 N 


2 AIN, If a temporal Vagabond ſcapes the 
Laſh of the Law, he N impudently Confident 
in his way; ſo likewil 


e it is with a ſpiritual Vaga- 


ſay, That thou preache | 
miniſtreth his Goſpel Ordinances, according to the 
Truth of Holy Writ, and art blameleſs in thy Life 
and Cofiverſation 5 and therefore thou mayeft think 
the Compariſon of the ſeven Sons of Sceva; belongs 


deemed my loſt ſoul from the power of Sin ard F 
RT 5 % ͤ ꝙ¹B /⁊ ĩ ᷑⁊᷑̃᷑᷑̃⁊² gn 
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bond, becauſe the Laſh of divine Juſtice, falletn 
not upon him immediately in his Miniftry, he 


groweth impudently ' confident , that God is well 
| pleaſed with what he doth, But ic may be thou that 


art a Miniſter to the apes, may #111] Jeply and 
the Word of God, and 


not to thee in the leaſt. To this I anſwer. Were 


not Corah , Dathan and Abiram, Sons of Levi, Who 


in their Places did miniſter to the People, as well 


as Moſes? but their Rebellion againſt God, confifted MW 
in their luſting after the Prieſthood of Moſes, as 
the Sons of Feva did after the Miniſtry of Paul; 


wherefore, though thou ſhouldeſt be as fitt to 


miniſter Legal and Evangelical Ordinances, as 
Moſes and Paul, yet it was as law ful for Cora, Datban 
and Abiram, to miniſter them, as thou; yea, and 
more lawſul 8 
ere to officiate the Prieſtly Office, for the which 
they had the Tenths of the People's Goods allow'd N 
by the Lord. The Fire of the Lord conſumed 
| Aaron's two Sons, toy offering up to the Lord, 
| ſtrange Fire in their BH 
| Baptaftical Worſhip, but the offering up of ſttange 
Fire of thine own carnal Reaſon, and lying Imagi- PB 
nation, which the Lord Jeſus, neitker commanded AY 
thee to officiate , nor required it at thy Hands? | 


allo, becauſe the Sons of Levi, in courſe | 


Denſers. And what is all thy 


Wherefore , though many of you in Temporals 
flouriſh all your Days, as fure as the Lord Jeſus” 
liveth, who with his own Life and Grace, bath re- 


_—__ 
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fear of eternal Death, though you eſcape a tempo- £ 


ral Vengeanoe, yet few or none of you will eſcape 


the eternal fiery Vengeance in the dreadful Day of | 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


48 AI N, What were thoſe heavenly Keys of 
- Chrift, committed to Peter, and Miniftry of Re- 
- conciliation committed to Paul? Thoſe Keys and | 
_ _ Miniſtry, bear but one and the ſame ſenſe only, 
though they differ in Terms, and the true ſenſe of | 


Thoſe Sayings is this ; that is to fay, That Chriſt by 


Vertue of his Word ſpeaking only, did indue the 
Anoftles with ſuch a ſpiritual Power, that their | 


M iniftry did unlock, and break open the Priſon 
Doors of Darkneſs, in the Ele loft Iſraelites, that 


|. the King of Glory may enter in, and ſeal them up with 
is free Love, unto everlaſting Life: But ef the 


contrary, there was a Power in their Miniſtry alſo, 


| to lock up, and barr the perſecuting Spirits of Mer- | 


_ cileſs Reprobates, with the Seals of eternal Wrath 


And Death, till the Judgment, of the Great Day. | 1 


This is that © binding and loofing of Men's Souls on 


© Earth, and in Heaven; and binding of Kings in 
Chains of Darkneſs, and Nobles in Fetters of 
Death, and that ſweet Savour unto God of Life 
© unto-Life, in them that are ſaved, and of Death | 
©. unto Death, in them that periſh, according to 
| the Words of Paul. Moreover, is there any of this | 
Power in thy Miniſtry, that what thou bindeſt or Iooſeſt | 


on Earth, is bound or looſed in Heaven ? Or doth thy 
Miniſtry bind Kings in Chains of Darkneſs, and Nobles 
in Femers of Death ? Or dareſt thou lay , that thy 


Miniſtry #s a ſweet Savour unto God, of Life unto Life, | 
in them 


iu them that are ſaved, er of Death unte Death, 


. —̃ LEES 


Commiſſion Counterfeitel. 19 
pe tbat periſh? Nay, thy Miniſtry is of ſo weak a ⁶ 
of | diſcerning, that thou dareft not poſitiveily ſay, || 
that any one of thoſe Hearers ſhall be ſaved, or 

_ | damned, how it ſhould be any otherways, let 
of wiſe Men judge; ſeeing thou knoweſt not what || 

e- ſhall become of thy ſelf, in the Day of Judg- | 
nd ment. It is written, Faith comes by hearing, and 
ly, | bearing by the Word of God N ; and how can 
of | he preach, unleſs he be ſent? Becauſe there is 
by | not a Man of you ſent to preachz it is impol- 
he | ſible for you, truly to demonſtrate the true God, 
ir | Or right Devil, Heaven or Hell, the true Faith, {I 
On | Or any thing concerning the Life to come, to 
at] the People, ſeeing it is as clear as the Light, 
th] that ye are none of Chriſt's Minifters. What 
he | is it that provokes you, and thoſe that are gone 
ſo. before you, upon the ſame account, to ſeek the 
r- Preheminence in Church and State, but Silver 
th] and Honour among Princes, or Prince's Compa- 
y. | nions, Eaſe, and ſuch like? For when ye become 
2n | honourable, though ye ſpeak oftentimes like JM 
in | Children or Fools, your Words are taken as 
of | Goſpel by the Simple, or winked at by the 

fe | Wiſe, for your Greatneſs ſake. Many of you, I 
th | by your Goſpel-Miniftry, have become Great, 
to] but never any of you have become Good. Ji 


ſt] AGAIN, By this you may know, you are 
y | none of Chriſt's Minifters, becauſe you preach by 
es] Commiſhon of the Earthly Powers. Wherefors 
y | if they ſilence you, your Honour is loft, and you 
e, | become dumb, like unto Cordwell. As the falſe I} 
m | Priefts, by the Powers, were exalted into Moſes's 1 
ir Chair; ſolikewiſe, by the ſamę Power, you 15 ih 


| Hugh me to ſcorn, when ] am in my Graue for 


8 
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exalted your ſelves into the Apoſtolical Chair. They | co! 
ſit in Moſcs's Chair, ſaith Chriſt, do as they ſay, but on 
not as they do, for they ſay and do not. Oh! is it | Ce 
not ſoamong you all? Many of you can pretend | be 
fairly, and ſpeak goodly Words, which your Memo- pe: 
_ Ties have borrowed from theScriptures, which belong an 
not unto you, becauſe you have not the ſpiritua} ſpi 
Interpretation of them in the leaſt, no, nor the Ve 
Life and Power of them in your Converſations, | as 
and daily Practice, between Man and Man. tat 
Moreover, inſtead of having the Spirit of an A- the 
poſtle in you, are you not rather like unto re- 
- bellious Corah, Dathan and Abiram, or rather the 
ſeven Sons of Sceva, the Chief Prieft, as abun- 
dantly beforeſaid, who cried out, All the Lord's | 
People were Holy , when they were in the height | 
of their Wickedneſs, and joyned together as one 3 
: 


„„ = 


Man, to ſupplant Moſes of the Priefthood ? So 


. likewiſe, when by Rebellion againſt the Spirit of 
Chriſt, you are become counterfeit Miniſters of the 
Goſpel; Do not many of you in effect ſay, All men 


may be holy if they will, when you ſay, Chriſt died 
for all, and all men may be ſaved if they will, or 
elſe you juſtify none to be truly holy, or ſpiritual 
Men, but thoſe that are in Church-fellowſhip with | 
your ſelves. To conclude, what ſhall I ſay unto | 
ou, to perſwade you from belying the Lord any 
longer to the People, by being willing to be ac. 


counted Miniſters of the Spirit, when you do, or 


may know you are but Miniſters of the Letter, and 
by the Wills of Men only? But it may be you 
that are rivetted in your way, and confident in the 
Truth of your Worſhip, will both hate me, and 


Counſelling 


| 


7 
ut 
it N 


. 


o. pent it, when it is too late, When a Flood of Fire 
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counſelling you to forſake your Miniſterial Functi- 
on, by which ſome of you have attained to he 
Companions with the gr:at Men of the Earth, :$ 
beforeſaid ; yon may All have time enouxh to ge- 


and Brimftone from the Lord, ſhall burn up ell your 
| ſpiritual Confidences, into a Sea of everlafi! | 
Vengeance upon, or within your Souls and Bo. 558 
as it did unto Sodom and Gomorrah, and tho nn 
tants thereof. So much concerning the Fall: acy * 
de e oft the 8 


— — 
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AK in the next place, I ſhall treat a little 
. of the ſpiritual Glory of that World which -} 
lis to come. You know, the Scriptures have many WM 
_ | eminent Titles for the ſetting forth of this King- 
dom, as namely, Heaven is my Throne ; nevertheleſs, 
we look for new Heavens, and a new Earth, wherein 
dwelleib Righteouſneſs. In my Father's Kingdom ave 


_ | muft not imagine the Kingdom of Glory, to be in 
| {ſuch matter. Bur of the contrary, it is a Kingdom 
ſuitable to an infinite, glorious Majeſty. Further- 


chat lieth all open, that the Perſons of our God, 


| many Manſions, and ſuch like. Moreover , you 0 
2 global Conditon, as this World is; no, it is no 1 g 
| |of an infinite Vaſtneſs, in height, lengthor breadth, I 


more, the World to come, is a boundleſs Kingdom, | 


__ [ele Men and Angels, may, as we uſe to ſay, have { 


| | free egrelz and regreſs tor divine Pleaſure, to aſcend I 


1 
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or deſcend, as high, oras low as they think good, to | 


all Eternity. 


"AG AIN, as this World, and the things 


thereof, are all natural, ſo likewiſe, that World 


and the things therein, are all ſpiritual. Now'| 
as Pilate ſaid unto Chriſt, What is Truth ? So like- | 
wiſe almoft all Men ſay unto me, What is this | 

- ſpiritual World you treat of? or what Man living 
is capable of the Knowledge of it in the leaſt , ſee- | 
ing he was never in it to ſee it? From an unerring | 
Spirit, To this I anſwer, Though the moſt excet: } 


lent Glory thereof, in reference to the Eternity of 


* 


Bd is, be incomprehenſible, it doth not therefore fol- 
lov, that ro man is capable to comprehend it at all. 
If it were fo, how then could ſuch a ſimple Man as 

I was, ſpeak, or write more diſtinctly concerning 
| God; the Glory and Miſery to come, than all the | 
Miniſterial Gamaliels of this preſent World. More- 
___ over; though no Man with mortal Eyes is capable, 

viſibly to behold the inviſible Throne I here treat 
of, yet from an infallibleLight which I have received 
from the divine Majeſty, reſiding therein, give me 


ave to write ſomething of it, for the provoking of 
your ſpirits to a deep Affection towards it, fat 


| above this World, and the vaniſhing Glory thereof. 1 


This World I treat of, is full of all variety of new 


Soul-delights, or ſpiritual raviſhing Glories , which 
[| are eternal. Furthermore, it is a Kingdom brighter 
than the Sun, clearer than Chryftial, purer than 


Gold, ſofter than Down, ſweeter than Roſes, Tis 
2 Kingdom full of divine Muſick, and Crowns of 
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to divine Songs, which none can learn, but thoſe that 
* | Ire redeemed from the Love of this periſhing 
World. 883 e 


dj AGAIN, the Scriptures liken the Creater 

W | to the Sun in his Strength, a conſuming Fire, and e ver- 

© | Jaſting Burnings. Truly, the Compariſon is very 

11S þ Tuitable to the Perſon of Chriſt glorified, Reiident 

Ng | in this Kingdom I here treat of. It is a Body of 

c- | {ſuch a bright, burning, ſpiritual Glory, that at his 

ng þ next appearing, the Sun, Moon, Stars, and all na- 
ek | tural and artificial Lights in this World, will enter 
Of | into eternal Night, through the Glory of his infl- 

F | nite Brightneſs ; ſo like wile is the Kingdom I here 
II. write of, ſuitable unto him. For the Heavens, and 
as the Earth therein, are like unto a Flame of glori- - BK 
1s | ous Fire, and the Seas that is therein, being imbos - 
he died with ſuch an Earth as this is, are ſo pure and 
e- clear, like unto Chriftal , burning Glals, or any 
le, thing that is purified by Fire, The Bodies alſo of 
at | the Elect, are all of a fiery, glorious Nature, ſuita- 


a | ble unto their glorious God, and this his Kiagdom 
iE | of fiery, glorious Delights, as abundantly be fore- 
«| 


wi AGAIN, There are two forts of ſpiritual Bo- 
:h | dies appointed for eternal Burnings: The one hatii 
er a ſpirit of all Love, and ſuch like in it; from. 
n | Whence proceeds nothing but Light and Life, with 
Is | Variety of fiery glorious Pleaſures, which are eter- .|] 
of || nal; but the other Body hath a ſpirit full of all Eu- 
of y, and ſuch like; out of which provecuenh "ho 
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thing but Darkneſs and Death, with much fiery} . 
Shame and Pain. Moreover, this God- like Spirit 
| of Love I here treat of, is a glorious Love: fire, 
Which is more pleaſant, than can be utter'd by the Jo 
| Tongues of Men or Angels. It is a pure, clear,] ch 
| bright, gentle, ſoft, ſweet and joyful Fire. It is} I 
. a ſpiritual Love- fire, as beforeſa id; therefore it ſu 
muſt needs be brighter than the Sun, clearer than ot 
| _Chriftal, purer than refined Gold, ſofter than] fa 
| Down, ſwecter than Roſes yea, and more pleas} ſo 
| | Canter to the whole Man, than Honey is to the na-] te 
tural Taſte; yea, it is a lovely Fire, full of glori-] ne 
| _ ous Joys, and godly Majeſty, of which once I had} t! 
# - Aa ſhort Tafte of in my Soul. Moreover, though} F 
a man enjoys his perfect Health and Liberty, yet} A! 
worldly men do not count him happy, unleſs he be} Y 
a wiſe man, that hiveth in Honour among the wiſe} © 
and honourable of this World, and except he poſ-|| 0 
ſeſſeth all manner of Delicacies for the Belly, and n 
the Back, plenty of Jewels of Gold, Silver, and} 7 
Precious ſtones, to delight the Eye, all ſorts of har-| © 
monious Mclodies to pleaſe the Ear, with fragrant} 2 
ſmells to pleaſe the Noſe, and a vertuous and 
comely Woman to take delight in, and ſuch like 
natural. Contents. Wherefore it may be queried} © 
by ſome, whether there be any other Delights, | Y 
beſides what I have already declared in that glo- | © 
rious Kingdom aforeſaid ? To thisI anſwer, There] e 
is no Excellency in this World, for the rejoycing | © 
j of the natural Body, but there is the fame Ex- © 
ceͤllencie in that World to come, for the rejoy- | - 
ding of the ſpiritual body, Now there. is a vaſt | ' 
difference between the Joys of the natural body, 
and the Delights af the ſpiritual body. For the | 
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y 5 TP” | | 
irit Joys of this natural Life proceeds principally _ 
5 rom things which are without the body, but the 
the} Joys of that ſpiritual Life flows principally from 
ar,] things which are within the body, Furthermore, 
tis] I would have you to underſtand, that in the Re- 
it) ſurcection of the body, there is neither marryins 1 
| of Wives, nor giving in Marriage, but as Chriit #0 
| ſaid, They ſhall be as the Angels of God in haben, i 
ſo likewiſe as a ſpiritual body, hath no dere af. 
ter any thing belonging to Nature's Kingdom, 
T neicher hath a natural body any deſire after the 
things appertaining to this heavenly Kingdom. 
| Finally, though glorified bodies are uncapable of 
| any ſatisfaction from natural Food and Raiment, 
| yet without ſpiritual Food and Raimeat, they 
| cannot ſubſiſt; for their bleſſed bodies, as a Robe 
of divine Righteouſneſs, is that heavenly Gar- 
ment, wherewith their innocent ſpirits are ar- 
rayed, and the Food wherewith their Souls are 
_ eternally nouriſhed, is a never-failing Fountain, 
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| ariſing out of their own ſpirit, | 


! AGAIN, Suppoſe a natural body were all 
covered with the glittering Jewels of this World, 
yet the Glory of it would appear but as the Light 
of the Candle to the Sun, in compariſon of the | 

glorious Garment wherewith the ſpirirual body is 

covered. Moreover, for our better underſtanding, 

give me Kave to name ſome particular Fuel, from 
VM hence this ſpiritual Fire in a glorify'd body is conti- 
| | nually kindled ; it either feeds upon the Righteou'- 
7, | nels and Sufferings of Chriſt for him, in the Days 
e of his Fleſh, or elſe it is nouriſhed with the remem- 5 
s | drance of the Grace and Perſecutions, 2 ry 
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Chriſt, and his Truth ſake, it ſuffered in its naty- 


ral body, when it lived upon this Earth. Further 
more, every ſpiritual motion, thought, deſire, 
word, or deed , which the Saints er joyed in their 


natural bodies, "thall by the infinite Power of our 5 


Lord Jeſus, be made one with their ſpiritual bo- 
dlies in the higheſt Heavens; then as beforeſaid, 
they ſhall perfectly remember all their former 1 
heavenly motions, deſires, thoughts, words and 


d-eds, which the Faith and Le of Chriſt operated 


in them, in the days oftheir Fleſh, and from 
_ thence ſhall their divine ſouls be ſenſibly ted with 1 
 God-like new Joys, Wiſdom , Power and Glory, | 
even to all Eternity. Finally, the remembrance 
of the Saints heavenly Communion with each | 
other in their natural bodies, will alſo occation 


glorions Food in their ſpiritual bodies 3 3 for if the 


Heirs of this heavenly Kingdom, through the 
Tranflation of their bodies, ſhall be enabled to | 
behold their glorious God, face to face; and in their 
| Meaſures as perfectly know him, as they are known | 
of him, as Iam certain they ſhall 3 then you that 
moſt mind eternal Excellencies , may be as confi- 
dent of the Knowledge of each other's Perſons and 
Qualifications, upon a ſpiritual aecount, in this 
Slorious Kingdom, as abundantly beforeſaid. To 
conclude, they ſhall caft their Crowns of everlaſting 


Praiſes, and new Songs, at the bleſſed Feet of Chrift 


5 Jeſus, thejr only God ; becauſe, according to his! 
* divine Juftice, anſwerable to all the Cruelties of | 
the mighty men of the Earth, done to himſelf and | 
his Saints, his Vengeance is ſelzed upon their Souls 
and Bodies for eve rlaſting. So much concerning the 
Hager which ts to come, which A and his re- 
| | 9 1 
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deemed ones are to enjoy together in his eternal 
Throne, or Kingdom, according to his own word. 


AGAIN, In the laſt Place, I ſhall treat a lit- 


1 tle of ſpiritual dark bodies, and the Kingdom of 
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Darkneſs appertaining to them; this World where- 


in we live, fhall be eternally in as dark a Condition, 
as the Land of Egypt was for three days and three {i 
nights, inſomuch, as the Egyptians ſaw net one ano! 


ther's Faces, nor ſtirred from the place they were 


in, for that time the Darkneſs was upon them, they 
gnawed their Tongues for Pain; as you may find it 
in the Revelation by St. Fokn ; ſo likewiſe ſhall theſe 
| ſpiritual dark bodies I here write of, gnaw their 


Tongues for Pain, becauſe they cannot ſee one ano- 


_ ther's dreadful Faces, nor ſtir hand nor foot from the 


place they are in for everlaſting; their own ſpirits Þ 
ſhall be their Devil, and their own bodies ſhall be 


| their Hell, wherein they ſhall be tormented for 
evermore, with the Angelical Devils of this preſent 
| World. Moreover, all their wicked Thoughts, De- 
| fires, Words and Actions, ſhall perfectly be brought 
into their Memories, and that ſhall be the Fuel that 
ſhall kindle the Fire of the Lord's Vengeance in 
them, inſomuch, that they ſhall be tormented with AY 
new Sorrows, Pain and Shame continually 3 the 
remembrance of the good Things they formerly in- 
| joyed, ſhall add to their Torment alſo. This is not 
| all, but there is a thing worſe than all this, which 
| is this, their deſpiſing the glorious Truths f 
| Eternity, deliver'd by the Tongue and Pen of the : 

Lords two laſt Witneſſes , this thall burn in their 

| Souls and Bodies more fiery hat, than all the reft of 


their 


j 
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their Wickedneſs whatſoever, I mean, in thoſe that 
knew them, or their Writings. Furthermore, The 
remembrance of their Envy towards God, and his 
redeemed ones, ſhall kiadle the Wrath of God in 

them a freſh, and ſo it ſhall burn in them like unto 
Fire and Brimſtone, hotter and hotter for ver- 
more; rhis will cauſe - that weeping, and waili: 8. 
and gnaſhing of Teeth, ſpoken of by Chriſt, in 
the 24th Chapter of St. Matthew. eres 


AGAIN, where the Reprobates enjoyed alt | 
their Pleaſures and Honour, there ſhall be the place | 
of their Torment and Shame, for our God is a 
| Godof Or ler, and not of Confuſion. Moreover, 
the remembrance of their Communion tog=ther in 
fleſhly Wickedneſs, or any other carnal Delights, 
E fhall dd alſo to their torige nt an hame; but this 

. wal de that, that will rev ve leir Sorrows continu- 
1 Ob! che Eternity, the Eternity of the 
* Con lition chey: are in ! this will come to pals, as 
ſure as there is a God, upon all Men that live in | 
5 Unrigutconcheſs, at the next appearing of our | 
Tord ſef Criſt, with his mighty Angels. So» 
much een the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and | 
| the Devils that are <ternally to be tormented | 
1 eln, with dhe Concluſion of this Book. ; 
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